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Dear Parents and Carers 

First of all, I would like to start with a huge thank you to everyone for your cooperation during this difficult time and 

for your endeavours with trying to engage with remote home learning. As you know, I have two school age children 

and, even with a background in education, it has been frustrating on a number of occasions and paired with trying 

to work from home, nigh on impossible at times too. I am also very much aware that the circumstances for each 

household will be very different from each other. If this international crisis had happened when I was a student, I 

cannot imagine how my mother would have coped with 5 sons, all of school age, in a small 3 bedroomed semi-

detached house and all needing access to the Wi-Fi at the same time. If you were to ask any of our teachers, we 

were a handful anyway, let alone cooped up together for this length of time. I am not sure how she would have 

felt had she listened to last night’s announcement from the Prime Minister about the possible timeline for 

reopening schools. On one hand, concern about whether it was safe to do so knowing that her sons probably 

could not adhere to a 2m social distancing measure and, on the other, the need to get back a sense of normality 

with the daily routine and their education. Frustratingly, there was no clear guidance last night and, like you, we 

are hopeful that when it is published today it will answer the many questions we all have about how we can go 

about opening our schools safely, when and to who.  For now, we will remain closed to all except for the childcare 

provision for children of Key Workers and for priority children. 

Mr Kelly and Mrs Stanway have already written to you, on separate occasions, to remind everyone about where 

you can access support for curriculum and pastoral issues respectively. Please do reach out to us if you are 

struggling or even for reassurance and we will do our utmost to help. Mrs Robinson has also just written to those 

of you who have children in Year 10, encouraging you all to complete a survey so that we can get an up-to-date 

and more detailed view of what devices your children are using for their remote learning. This will help us with our 

future planning to help improve our provision.  

As things stand, we are aware that there is a wide disparity between the types of devices that students have 

access to at home. Some have only their mobile phones, some have tablets or laptops or a share of their use, 

others have access to a desktop and some have access to more than one device. We also know that the makes, 

models and their ages vary widely, and this can make accessibility and compatibility to remote learning resources 

difficult. We are busy exploring a solution to this so that we can ensure a level playing field for all of our students 

in preparation for the possibility that remote learning, in some way, might be with us for some time to come. There 

will be more to follow on this at a later date and if you have any ideas I would welcome them. 

So far, the distance learning that we have provided has been through the Parent App and this has been intended 

to consolidate prior learning, provide lots of practise and direct students to useful online resources. Since the 

closure, we have been exploring the possibilities of using more interactive platforms so that students and teachers 

can have a more realistic teaching experience, albeit remotely, and be taught new material when necessary. 

Notwithstanding the practical difficulties regarding devices that I have already mentioned, we have embarked on 

a programme of training for all of our teachers in the application of Microsoft Teams and its uses for remote 

teaching. It is in its very early stages, but once the staff are trained then we will look at the practicalities of training 

the students.  It is not envisaged that teaching and learning this way will replace classroom teaching, but provide 

a further option in the current situation and enhance learning in the future too.  

I have included with this letter on our social media platform, a short video walking through the parts of our school 

that were converted for use as a ‘Recovery Centre’. I am still amazed at the commitment, professionalism and 

hard graft that enabled it to be installed in just 9 days. Thankfully, due to the success of our local effort by adhering 

to the national lockdown measures, the bed capacity at our local hospitals has not been breached and the recovery 

centre has not been needed to date. It has not been stood down and still remains on stand-by should things 

change, but the priority will be to return it to its original use before we reopen to students. I can confirm it will not, 

at any time, have a dual purpose.   



 

 

I have also had it confirmed that the de-installation and removal process will only take 5 days to return our school 

to its original state and so, when a date is finally given for the reopening of Furness Academy, we will have plenty 

of time to ensure we are ready. It was, and still is, an incredibly impressive local achievement and a real inspiration 

to us all in these surreal times.  

Whilst the recovery centre has not been in use, we have been supporting the Ministry of Defence by providing our 

car park as a space for the set-up of a Covid-19 Mobile Testing Unit as part of the government’s aims to meet its 

national testing targets. As I have said in previous letters, we will endeavour to play whatever small part we can 

to help get our community and our country through this crisis and our lives back to normal.  

I will write again once we have digested the guidance from the government with, hopefully, some update on our 

timeframe and the conditions for reopening our school. In the meantime, please stay safe and keep doing what 

you have been doing – you are doing a great job in an unchartered time.     

Yours faithfully   
 

   
 
Simon Laheney 
Headteacher  


