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Dear Parent/Carer  
 
School Closure and Work 
 
I hope this letter continues to find you well and coping with the constraints of national lockdown. 
 
Over recent days we have had a lot of feedback expressing concerns over the sheer volume of work and 
messages on the SIMS app. We understand that, at times, both students and parents are feeling 
overwhelmed and confused, and this is sometimes heightened by access and technology issues.  
 
It is with this in mind that we have decided to suspend the posting of any further work for the next two 
weeks (w/c 18th and 25th May) - this time period includes what would have been the half term holiday. The 
setting of work will resume from 1st June and, in the meantime, we would ask you to really encourage your 
children to complete as much of the work already set as they are able to. This is particularly important for 
Year 10 students on examination courses.  
 
After half term, we will apply the notion of a restart with students concentrating on the next round of work 
rather than worrying unnecessarily about things they have been unable to complete. We will also look to 
put in place some measures to help reduce the overloading of work and messages on the SIMS app.  
 
This said, we also appreciate that there are some students who do want more work and, where this is the 
case, students can message teachers directly and they will supply appropriately challenging work across 
next week. 
 
As with previous guidance, where students are struggling we would ask that, in the first instance, you 
contact the class teacher who has set the work – they will be happy to provide further guidance. For wider 
issues please contact your child’s Director of Learning and Standards. A full list of staff e-mail addresses 
has been sent out and we would encourage you to use them if your child becomes overwhelmed by what 
has been asked. For general enquiries, please contact info@furnessacademy.co.uk and your question will 
be passed to the relevant person.  
 
Some parental feedback has also expressed a sense of guilt at pursuing interests and activities which are 
not school curriculum based, sometimes to the detriment of school work. Whilst, as an organisation, we 
want you to engage with the work set, we also wholly support you doing collective family activities and 
projects during school closure time. So much wider educational worth can come from a huge range of 
activities not normally covered by the school curriculum.   
 
Once again, I would like to wish you and your family well and look forward to welcoming students back to 
school when we are advised that it is safe to do so.  
 
Yours faithfully   
 

 
 
 
Stephen Kelly  
Deputy Headteacher 
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