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Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope this letter finds you and your family well and that you have enjoyed the beautiful weather we are having, albeit 

at a sensible social distance. I am pleased to report that following a meeting last Thursday 28 May, the requirement 

for Furness Academy to be a Covid-19 Recovery Centre has been stood down. This is great news for our community 

and the process of de-installing the cubicles and returning our school back to us started the following day on Friday 

29 May.  The entire process will be completed by the end of this week and, again, we are truly grateful to all of those 

who were involved in its installation making themselves available to take it down. Their generosity at this time is 

greatly appreciated. Everything is being carefully dismantled and will be placed into storage for use in the future, 

should the need arise. 

Today, we have welcomed into school those children of our key workers for childcare and if other key workers find 

themselves needing childcare, please send an email to childcare@furnessacademy.co.uk with your child’s name and 

which dates you require and someone will get back in touch with you.  

On your behalf, I would like to thank our pastoral staff who have relentlessly made sure that we have made contact 

with every student to ensure that they are safe and well and to offer further support, if needed. It is really important 

to us that you know our levels of care have not diminished despite us being closed to the majority of our students. I 

would also like to thank our army of staff volunteers who have supported our catering team with the fortnightly delivery 

of over 240 breakfast parcels to some of our families. The parcels containing butter, milk vouchers, bagels, baked 

beans and cereals have been gratefully received with dignity by our families who, in some cases, have been hit the 

hardest during this period of national lockdown.  

With regards to the wider reopening of schools, we intend to begin welcoming Year 10 students back to school from 

Monday 15 June following the announcement by the Prime Minister to do so last Thursday. In the first instance and 

where possible, we hope to give students the opportunity for a 20 minute face to face meeting with each of their 

teachers on a rota basis. The Department for Education’s guidance for schools states that up to 25% of the year 

group can be invited into school at the same time and we envisage that this process will take between 5-7 days for 

all students to be seen. We are busy working on our plans to do this as efficiently and effectively as possible and 

school work will continue to be set remotely throughout.  There is still some anxiety felt by some about the reopening 

of our school and I would like to reassure you that we will only do this if we are satisfied it is safe to do so and we 

can meet the Public Health England requirements. I am confident that we can. 

Mr Kelly has already written to you explaining how we are going to continue to set work throughout this half term. 

Following the feedback received from you, we are hopeful that the tweaks we have made to this provision will make 

the process much more accessible, but please continue to raise issues with us if you need to.  

In my last letter I put forward a proposal regarding a scheme to provide one to one laptop devices for each student. 

Thank you to those of you who provided a response and if anyone else would like to, please do so by emailing 

info@furnessacademy.co.uk. Understanding the barriers will help us to see if it is possible to overcome them and 

consider the next steps if it is deemed sensible to do so. 

Thank you for your continued support, as always. 

Yours faithfully   
 

   
Simon Laheney 
Headteacher  
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