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Dear Parents and Carers 

Normally, at this time of year, I would be writing and informing you about all the fantastic school based activities, 

achievements and successes your children have had or been part of over the past half term. Year 11 students would 

be fully immersed in their examination season and students and their teachers would be ‘burning the midnight oil’ in 

an attempt to leave no stone unturned in their quest to achieve the best results. We would be providing words of 

encouragement for our students to keep going despite the pressure they are under and to give it their best effort.   

Regrettably, these are not normal times and our school remains empty to the majority of our students, but this is also 

an incredibly extraordinary time. Despite a backdrop of ignorant media commentary and unwarranted pressure from 

the side-lines regarding the reopening of schools, our teachers and support staff are doing a phenomenal job. It has 

been an immense task, reframing how our school has had to operate, remaining open for childcare, wrestling with a 

new raft of safety and learning challenges, external demands, your expectations, technological and resource 

constraints to provide what our students and our communities need as best we can. I know it has been far from 

perfect and it has not been easy for everyone, but I am deeply proud and in awe of all our staff for what they have 

achieved and continue to do. I applaud them all.    

The debate about when it is safe to reopen our schools to increased numbers of students continues and a definitive 

answer seems some way off yet. From Monday 1st June, our childcare provision for Key Workers and priority children 

returns to Furness Academy from St Bernard’s Catholic High School. For those key workers who require childcare 

provision, then please email childcare@furnessacademy.co.uk with your child’s name, the dates that you require 

childcare and your occupation. Someone will then get back in touch with you. 

We continue to work on our risk assessments and school reorganisation, with support from our sponsors, BAE 

Systems, to ensure that we can be ready for the safe wider reopening of our school. For now, we are hoping to invite 

our Year 10 students back in small groups for one to one meetings with their teachers from Monday 8th June at the 

earliest. We will be in touch with parents and carers of Year 10 students during the week beginning Monday 1st June 

with further details.   

For students in years 7, 8 and 9 we will continue to provide school work for you to do at home from Monday 1st June 

and Mr Kelly, Deputy Headteacher, will be writing to you again with our amended approach to this.  

It still remains unclear whether secondary schools will return to normal opening for all students in the usual way from 

September. If some form of social distancing is still required, then I foresee the probable need for a rota system 

whereby students are in for some days, or a whole week, with others in on the other days or following week. It remains 

to be seen what will be required, but please rest assured that we are considering a number of different possibilities 

and I will keep you as up to date as I can. One thing that is looking highly likely is that remote teaching and learning 

is going to be needed to complement our usual practice.  

I am aware from my own children’s experiences with remote learning that solely relying upon their smart phone is 

not practical. Their smart phone has its uses as a device to receive instructions, documents and internet links but 

many of the interactive activities they have been asked to do haven’t worked as well as they should have or at all. In 

addition, the constant interruption from social media apps has also understandably hindered their concentration and 

learning. As a result I have resorted to buying them a basic Windows 10 laptop each and I have seen a marked 

improvement in the ease at which they can engage with their school work. Like the majority of Furness Academy 

students they have yet to receive any teaching of new material via video conferencing, but the capability is now there 

if their school develops the capacity to do so.  
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I have always imagined that my personal barometer of how the schools I work for perform is whether they can provide 

the type of education that I hope to for my children. We have considered a number of times the benefits to all of our 

students and teachers of becoming more digitally literate; being able to exploit the enormous range of digital learning 

resources that have been developed to enhance their teaching and learning experience. With this and my barometer 

in mind, given the current position and the probable future reliance of remote teaching and learning I would like to 

explore a proposal with you.  

We would like all students to have access to their own one-to-one device to support learning within school and at 

home. It would, in essence, give them access to learning whenever and, more importantly, wherever they want; 

breaking down the walls of the classroom. They would be used to enhance the great teaching that takes place in 

school and with the use of live video conferencing extend that face to face teaching and interaction beyond the 

confines of the school buildings. This could be crucially important if we need to rota students in our school from 

September. 

As I mentioned in my previous letter, all of our teaching staff have begun a training programme on the use of Microsoft 

Teams and are now exploring the possibilities and range of its uses as a teaching platform. Microsoft Teams was a 

natural choice because, as an organisation, we are already using the Office 365 platform and are familiar with it.  

There is an obvious barrier to this and that is the expense of providing each student with a suitable one-to-one device 

if they do not have one. A recent survey of Year 10 students showed that less than 15% of them had their own laptop 

device. A solution to this would be to use a company that provides flexible and cost-effective technology financing 

options for schools and families. One that I have been in communication with is Freedom Technology and you can 

explore in more detail what they do by visiting their website at www.freedomtech.co.uk . 

Our thoughts are that we could put together a package such as: 

 A suitable device chosen by the school competitively priced with the high street or online  

 3 year warranty 

 3 year accidental damage and theft protection 

 Windows 10 Pro and all the required school applications, updated when required 

 Internet filtering and monitoring which applies outside of Furness Academy and is at the same level as in 

school 

 Replacement device if it needs to be away for repair 

 Finance available for every parent, with no credit check required, payable monthly over 3 years and then 
you own the device 

 Pricing range £10.00 - £15.00 per month dependent upon device chosen.  
 

There are lots of other details to this, such as it being unaffordable for some, having more than one child at school, 
patchy broadband at home, to name a few and if we choose to pursue this then all of those details will need to be 
explored fully.  In the first instance, I am looking to see whether, in principle, you are generally supportive of this 
proposal. To that end, if you are not supportive, please can you email me at info@furnessacademy.co.uk to give 
your reason why. 
 
Finally, thank you all for your continued support and if you need any further support, please do contact us.  

Yours faithfully   
 

   
 
Simon Laheney 
Headteacher  
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