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Dear Students, Parents and Carers 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank you all for your patience, good will and cooperation with us over these past few months. 
We are in no doubt as to the additional pressure that home learning will have had on all of you, along with measures 
the country has had to take in response to COVID-19. As you will be aware, we are beginning to see the staged 
relaxation of a number of the ‘lockdown measures’ and one of those is the full return to school of all students from 
September. Thankfully, whilst I know we must all remain alert to the coronavirus, the latest data release from the 
Director of Public Health for Cumbria is that the number of new cases for our region has continued to fall and remains 
very low. In fact, there was only one new confirmed case of coronavirus in the past two weeks for our region.  

The Department for Education published guidance for the full reopening of schools on 2 July and we have been busy 
over this past week exploring the practicalities of doing this whilst still having to adhere to the health and safety 
measures within the guidance. For those of you interested in reading the guidance it can be found here:  

www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-
opening-schools 

We will open to all students in September, but we will have to operate in a very different way to meet the requirements 
within the updated guidance. In essence, the fundamental change is that teachers will move around the school to 
students and students will largely remain in one area of the school. You may be familiar with the term ‘bubble’ that is 
now used to refer to a distinct group of students within a school that do not mix with other distinct groups of students. 
The purpose of using ‘bubbles’ that do not mix is an attempt to reduce the chance of transmission and to make it 
quicker and easier in the event of a positive case of COVID-19 to identify those individuals that need to self-isolate 
without the need to close the whole school.   

Employing the concept of ‘bubbles’ in our secondary school setting conflicts entirely with our normal set up which 
has the school compartmentalised into distinct subject department areas such as the science department, IT 
department, maths department etc. Whilst we can do this to enable all students can return safely to school in 
September, we have made sure that when the time comes we can switch back to our normal operation overnight.  

As things stand, we have made arrangements to open in the following way with the caveat that everything is subject 
to change, dependent upon any further updates and/or further relaxation of lock down from central government.  

 
Teaching within the ‘bubbles’ 
All students will follow their normal timetabled lessons, but will remain within the same classroom and their subject 
teachers will come to them. There will clearly be some compromises and, in particular, for practical lessons that are 
not taught within their specialist rooms. 
 
Year 7 will be taught in the Science Department 
Year 8 will be taught in the Humanities Department 
Year 9 will be taught in the English Department 
Year 10 will be taught in the IT Department 
Year 11 will be taught in the Maths Department 
 
Where practically possible we have ensured that students studying their GCSEs will be able to use specialist rooms 
on at least one occasion during each week.  
 
Toilets 
Each year group will have its own set of toilets which are located in their department area.  
 
PE and sports lessons 
These lessons will be taught as normal but students will be expected to wear their PE kit to school on the day they 
have PE to restrict the use of the changing rooms. 
 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


 

 

School uniform 
This is to be worn, as normal, on the days when students do not have PE. 
 
Timings of the school day 
The timings of the school day will remain as normal starting at 8.40am and finishing at 3.10pm. Each day will consist 
of 6 lessons that are 50 minutes long. 
 
In order to ensure no mixing of the bubbles at lunchtime, we will operate a split lunchbreak with 3 distinct areas for 
each bubble to have their lunch. The length of the lunchbreak will remain the same at 50 minutes. 
 
Start of the new term 
There is an amendment to the start of the school year to accommodate the missed induction days for the new Year 
7 students. 
 
New Year 7 will start on Thursday 3 September 2020 
 
All other year groups will start on Monday 7 September 2020 
 
 
We are very much aware that these possible new arrangements for the start of the new academic year are far from 
ideal. At the risk of stating the obvious, none of us would plan to organise our school in this way and, like you, I am 
hopeful that we will not need to implement it and if we do it will be for as short a time as is feasibly possible.  
 
I will write to you about this again towards the end of August with more details. Hopefully, the information I  have 
shared with you will have answered some of your questions, but I am sure it will have raised others.  
 
For those of you with further questions, please email them to my PA, Mandy Woodburn, at 
mwoodburn@furnessacademy.co.uk and we will get back to you as soon as we can.  
 
Finally, thank you to everyone who has written to me regarding the laptop purchasing proposal. We are in the final 
stages of our negotiations and I will write again very shortly with the details and, hopefully, some great news regarding 
the deal we will have struck! 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mr S P Laheney 
Headteacher  
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