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Dear Students, Parents and Carers 
 
We are really looking forward to welcoming all of our students to Furness Academy for the start of the new academic 
year and have been busy throughout the summer months ensuring that our school is prepared for everyone’s safe 
return. It has been a challenging and complex task, but we are confident that the changes we have had to put in 
place along with the cooperation of our school community are workable, although they may take a little adjusting to.  

You will be very aware that guidance across all sectors is changeable and this is no different for schools. The safe 
operation of our school will be reviewed on a weekly basis by the senior leadership team and any substantive changes 
will be communicated to you via me through the normal school channels.  

I spoke personally on Tuesday this week with Colin Cox, the Director of Public Health for Cumbria. We discussed 
our school and our Trust primary schools’ reopening proposals at length and I am confident that the steps we are 
taking to operate when all of our students and staff return to our sites are proportionate, reasonable and, most 
importantly, safe. We know that we cannot create a clinically sterile environment, but we can reduce the chances of 
transmission and that is what we have endeavoured to do. My understanding is that the current infection rate for 
Barrow and the surrounding area is 0.05%, which equates to 1 infected person in every 2,000 or less than 40 people 
in the population of the Borough of Barrow-in-Furness.  

When I last wrote to you on the 10 July, I outlined the fundamental changes that we would look to employ to open 
safely this September and these have not changed significantly. The key change is the teachers will move to the 
students and that the teaching of our students will be in year group ‘bubbles’ to ensure that there is very little 
opportunity for students from different year group ‘bubbles’ to mix.  As I explained previously, this is to further reduce 
the chance of transmission, but also to ensure that it is quicker and easier to identify those individuals that need to 
self-isolate in the event of a positive case of COVID-19 without the need to close the whole school.  

A question I have been frequently asked is, “What is the point of keeping the students in a year group ‘bubble’ if 
different teachers during the school day will be entering and leaving different year group ‘bubbles’?” It is a sensible 
question and my response is that we accept that this is not perfect and there is a possibility of transmission due to 
this. However, the chance of transmission is significantly reduced by only having 70 adults moving around the school 
compared to 1,150 students moving about as we would normally operate.  

Each of the following measures we have put in place are all an attempt to reduce transmission as much as is 
practically possible and to remain open to all students. 

Face masks 
The decision to wear face masks whilst moving within the school building was taken following my discussions with 
Colin Cox and then the subsequent change to the Department for Education guidance late on Tuesday night. As 
such, all students are expected to wear a face mask for movement around the school very much in the same way 
that we are expected to wear a face mask when we enter and move around a supermarket. These can be the 
disposable type or the cotton face masks many people have. Students will not need to wear a face mask in their 
lessons or when they are in their designated areas for break and lunchtime or outside the school buildings, but will 
need to if they are moving around in the corridors. 
 
Arrival at school  
The school day will begin at the usual time of 8.40am and students are expected to be in school and moving to their 
designated tutor room by this time. The tutor rooms have been changed for this year so that they can be 
accommodated in the year group bubbles and the list is attached at the end of this letter. Each year group will have 
a designated entrance point, as follows, and will be welcomed by their Year Manager each day: 
 

Year 7 – Side entrance by the Technology Department and accessed via the staff car park 
Year 8 – Side entrance by the Music Department and accessed by the Courtyard 
Year 9 – Right hand side door into the Courtyard 
Year 10 – Left hand side door into the Courtyard 
Year 11 – Community Entrance 
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Normally students who arrive early would be able to congregate outside, in the Courtyard or the Restaurant. Whilst 
we are operating under these new measures, students are expected to go straight to their tutor room on arrival. 
 
End of the school day 
Students will leave via the same doors they entered school by and, for the first week, we will stagger the leaving time: 
 

Years 7 and 8 will be dismissed at 3.10pm 
Years 9 and 10 will be dismissed at 3.15pm 
Year 11 will be dismissed at 3.20pm 

 
This will be reviewed by 11 September.  
 
Magic Breakfast 
Those students who do arrive early for breakfast will enter the Restaurant via the side entrance and enter wearing 
their face mask. Once they have hand sanitised and have been seated, they can remove their face mask.  
 
Teaching within the ‘bubbles’ 
All students will follow their normal timetabled lessons, but will mostly remain within the same classroom and their 
subject teachers will come to them. There will clearly be some compromises and, in particular, for practical lessons 
that are not taught within their specialist rooms: 
 

Year 7 will be taught in the Science Department 
Year 8 will be taught in the Humanities Department 
Year 9 will be taught in the English Department 
Year 10 will be taught in the IT Department 
Year 11 will be taught in the Maths Department 

 
Where practically possible, we have ensured that students studying their GCSEs will be able to use specialist rooms 
on at least one occasion during each week.  
 
We are looking at the practicalities of rotating the year group ‘bubbles’ either weekly of fortnightly to enable the use 
of specialist rooms for teaching e.g. science lessons in laboratories. 
 
Toilets 
Each year group will have its own set of toilets which are located in their department area and thorough handwashing 
is expected. 
 
Equipment 
Students are expected to bring their own equipment to school. Equipment should not be shared and loaning 
equipment from school should be avoided. If you are having difficulty getting items, please contact the school for 
assistance.  
 
PE and sports lessons 
These lessons will be taught as normal, but students will be expected to wear their PE kit to school on the day they 
have PE to restrict the use of the changing rooms. We hope to get students outside in the fresh air as much as is 
feasibly possible. 
 
School uniform 
School uniform expectations remain unchanged from previous years and this includes the restrictions on hair 
colourings/styles, jewellery and makeup etc.  It is to be worn, as normal, on the days when students do not have PE. 
Cleanliness and good hygiene apply to the school uniform in a similar way as regular hand washing.   
 
Breaktime 
Students will have a 20 minute break during the morning, but the opportunity to buy a snack or a drink will not be 
available. Students will have to bring in their own for breaktime. 
 
Lunchtime 
In order to ensure no mixing of the bubbles at lunchtime, we will operate a split lunch break with 3 distinct areas for 
each bubble to have their lunch. The length of the lunch break will remain the same at 50 minutes. Years 10 and 11 
will have their lunch break from 11.50am-12.40pm and Years 7, 8 and 9 will have their lunch break from 12.40pm- 
1.30pm. 
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A selection of hot and cold food will be available and students are permitted to bring in a packed lunch, as usual. 
Additionally, the cold water dispensers have been disconnected until further notice. Students will need to bring in 
enough water for the day and will be able to buy drinks at lunchtime. All lunch accounts must be topped up via 
ParentPay as our cash top up points will be switched off. If you do not have access to ParentPay, please contact Mrs 
Beach at jbeach@furnesseducationtrust.co.uk. 
 
Behaviour and conduct of students 
Our normal high expectations for standards of behaviour have not changed. However, there are new expectations in 
regard to social distancing and personal hygiene. Behaviours at breaktime and lunchtime will have to respect the 
personal space of other students and adults and physical contact between students is not permitted.  
 
Hygiene and cleaning 
Students must wash their hands at regular intervals during the day and adopt the ‘Catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach to 
coughs and sneezes. We will also ask that students periodically wipe the desk they are working at with an anti-
bacterial surface wipe that will be provided.  
 
Symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) / Test and Trace process 
If students are displaying any of the 3 symptoms, then they must not attend school and parents must make 
arrangements for them to be tested. If a student displays symptoms in school, they will immediately be isolated and 
parents will be expected to make arrangements for collection as soon as possible. Schools have been informed that 
they will be provided with 10 testing kits, although we have not been told when they will arrive. If possible, we will 
enable the student to do the test and arrange for it to be sent off. Otherwise, the parent will be expected to make 
arrangements for a test. The school should be informed of the test result immediately and if the test is negative the 
student can return to school if they are well enough to do so. Tests can be booked at 
https:/www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested or ordered by telephone via NHS 119. 
 
Visitors to the school  
All visits to the school must be by a pre-arranged appointment and please be aware that meetings are most likely to 
be arranged after 3.10pm when the students have left. All visitors to site must wear a face mask. 
 
Start of the new term 
There is an amendment to the start of the school year to accommodate the missed induction days for the new Year 
7 students. 
 
New Year 7 will start on Thursday 3 September 2020 
 
All other year groups will start on Monday 7 September 2020 
 
As I wrote previously, we are very much aware that these new arrangements for the start of the new academic year 
are far from ideal. At the risk of stating the obvious, none of us would plan to organise our school in this way and, like 
you, we hope that it will be for as short a time as is feasibly possible. I suspect that the arrangements all schools 
have made will need to be in place until Easter 2021, by which time we will have winter behind us and the concerns 
that that brings. We will keep all of our processes under review and where we can improve the experience of our 
school we will aim to do so.   

 
For those of you with further questions, please email them to Mrs Robinson, Deputy Headteacher, at 
hrobinson@furnessacademy.co.uk and we will get back to you as soon as we can.  
 
Finally, thank you all in advance for your cooperation. We recognise that coming back to school or starting a new 
school after such a long time, and in these circumstances, can be extremely worrying for anyone. Along with all the 
new information to digest, and I am sure a number of questions have not been answered, can also be frustrating and 
add to the concern. This is not our intention and please do contact us if you need to and we will be happy to help 
where we can.  
 
I look forward to welcoming you all to school in the coming weeks. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr S P Laheney 
Headteacher  

mailto:jbeach@furnesseducationtrust.co.uk
mailto:hrobinson@furnessacademy.co.uk
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Form Tutor Rooming - September 2020 

 

YEAR 7 TUTOR BASES 

Class Room Class Room 

7MSM 231 7SDV 232 

7VRO 235 7JCR 234 

7HCU 237 7SWA 236 

7CCA 240 7RKI 242 

7DWI 241 7JMI 243 

 

 

YEAR 8 TUTOR BASES 

Class Room Class Room 

8JIN(KMO) 201 8CFE 202 

8ARA 203 8MFI 206 

8JDU(SMN) 207 8SFA 205 

8CYA 212 8HDO 211 

8FKI (SMN) 213   

 

 

YEAR 9 TUTOR BASES 

Class Room Class Room 

9MLA 114 9RKG 102 

9DGO 111 9ASA 106 

9CCO 105 9AYK 111 

9ECO 107 9KSH 113 

9ARO 112   

 

 

 

YEAR 10 TUTOR BASES 

Class Room Class Room 

10FMA 118 10KLA 123 

10CSW 119 10LCO (RGA) 010 

10KLS(CSI) 120 10IBA (AHL) 011 

10AHA 121 10CLY 03 

 

 

YEAR 11 TUTOR BASES 

Class Room Class Room 

11SBA 130 11MBN 139 

11DWA (CSO) 131 11CAN 141 

11DCO 133 11AMO (CSI) 140 

11RKA 136 11RDO 138 

 

 


