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KS3 (Year 7-9) 

Key Stage Where can I start if I 
don’t read a lot? 

What can I read next? 
 

I want to challenge 
myself… 

KS3 The BFG – Roald Dahl 
 
Kensuke’s Kingdom – 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
Goodnight Mr Tom – 
Michelle Magorian 
 
Holes – Louis Sachar 
 
The Hunger Games – 
Suzanne Collins 
 
The Brilliant World of 
Tom Gates – Liz Pichon 
 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid – 
Jeff Kinney 
 
The Magic Faraway Tree – 
Enid Blyton 
 
Time Riders series – Alex 
Scarrow 
 
A Series of Unfortunate 
Events - Lemony Snicket 
 
The Weight of Water – 
Sarah Crossan 
 
Winnie and Wilbur series 
– Valerie Thomas & Korky 
Paul 
 
Gangsta Granny – David 
Walliams 
 
Midnight for Charlie Bone 
– Jenny Nimmo 
 
Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory – Roald Dahl 
 
The Kid Normal Series – 
Greg James & Chris Smith 
 
George’s Marvellous 
Medicine – Roald Dahl 
 
The House with Chicken 
Legs – Sophie Anderson 
 

The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe – C.S. Lewis 
    (which is part of…) 
The Chronicles of Narnia – 
C.S. Lewis 
 
The Harry Potter series – 
J.K. Rowling 
 
Charlotte’s Web – E.B. 
White 
 
The Borrowers – Mary 
Norton 
 
Truckers – Terry Pratchett 
 
Northern Lights – Philip 
Pullman 
 
The Graveyard Book – Neil 
Gaiman 
 
Mortal Engines – Philip 
Reeve 
 
The Secret Garden – 
Frances Hodgson Burnett 
 
Anne of Green Gables – 
Lucy Maud Montgomery 
 
One Damned Thing After 
Another – Jodi Taylor 
 
The Railway Children – 
Edith Nesbit 
 
Wind in the Willows – 
Kenneth Grahame 
 
Twilight series – Stephenie 
Meyer 
 
Percy Jackson and the 
Lightening Thief – Rick 
Riordan 
 
The Mortal Instruments 
series – Cassandra Clare 
 
The Enemy series – Charlie 
Higson 

Murder on the Orient 
Express – Agatha Christie 
 
Alice in Wonderland – 
Lewis Carroll 
 
Sense and Sensibility – 
Jane Austen 
 
Gulliver’s Travels – 
Jonathan Swift 
 
Tales of Mystery and 
Terror – Edgar Allan Poe 
 
The War of the Worlds – 
H.G. Wells 
 
The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien 
 
Treasure Island – Robert 
Louis Stevenson 
 
Great Expectations – 
Charles Dickens 
 
Canterbury Tales – 
Geoffrey Chaucer 
 
A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream – William 
Shakespeare 
 
A Tale of Two Cities – 
Charles Dickens 
 
Macbeth – William 
Shakespeare 
 
Noughts and Crosses – 
Malorie Blackman 
 
Wonder – R.J. Palacio 
 
Discworld series – Terry 
Pratchett 
 
Birdsong – Sebastian 
Faulks 
 
The Life of Pi - Yann Martel 
 
Anita and Me – Meera Syal 



The Iron Man – Ted 
Hughes 
 
Stig of the Dump – Clive 
King 
 
Flat Stanley – Jeff Brown 
 
Famous Five series – Enid 
Blyton 
 
Dork Diaries – Rachel 
Renee Russell 
 
How to Train Your Dragon 
– Cressida Cowell 
 
Cherub Series – Robert 
Muchamore 
 
Any title – Judy Blume 
 
Any title – David 
Walliams 
 
Any title – Jacqueline 
Wilson 
 

 
The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas – John Boyne 
 
Stone Cold – Robert 
Swindells 
 
The Machine Gunners – 
Robert Westall 
 
Across the Barricades – 
Joan Lingard 
 
Power of Five series – 
Anthony Horowitz 
 
What Katy Did and What 
Katy Did Next – Susan 
Coolidge 
 
Vampire Academy – 
Richelle Mead 
 
White Fang – Jack London 
 
Beowulf – Unknown (but 
several authors have 
translated) 

 
Turtles All the Way Down 
– John Green 
 
The Book Thief – Markus 
Zusak 
 
A Little Princess – Frances 
Hodgson Burnett 
 
Black Beauty – Anna 
Sewell 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KS4 (Year 10-11) 

Key Stage Where can I start if I 
don’t read a lot? 

What can I read next? 
 

I want to challenge 
myself… 

KS4 North and South – 
Elizabeth Gaskell  
 
How I Live Now – Meg 
Rosoff 
 
A Kestrel for a Knave 
(Kes) – Barry Hines 
 
Of Mice and Men – John 
Steinbeck 
 
Black, White, Gold - Kelly 
Holmes 
 
The Diary of Adrian Mole 
series – Sue Townsend 
 
Harry Potter Series – J.K. 
Rowling 
 
The Accidental Billionaire 
– Tom McLaughlin 
 
Butterfly Lion – Michael 
Morpurgo 
 
War Horse – Michael 
Morpurgo 
 
An Eagle in the Snow – 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
Gamer – Chris Bradford 
 
Virus – Chris Bradford 
 
Rock War – Robert 
Muchamore 
 
The Fault in Our Stars – 
John Green 

The Lord of the Rings 
trilogy – J.R.R. Tolkien 
 
Frankenstein – Mary 
Shelley 
 
1984 – George Orwell 
 
Animal Farm – George 
Orwell 
 
The Strange Case of Dr 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde – 
Robert Louis Stevenson 
 
Dracula – Bram Stoker 
 
Little Women – Louisa May 
Alcott 
 
Watership Down – Richard 
Adams 
 
I Capture The Castle – 
Dodie Smith 
 
Cider with Rosie – Laurie 
Lee 
 
The Woman in Black – 
Susan Hill 
 
Heroes – Robert Cormier 
 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to 
the Galaxy – Douglas 
Adams 
 
Notes From a Small Island – 
Bill Bryson 
 
The Da Vinci Code – Dan 
Brown 
 
Swallows and Amazons  -
Arthur Ransome   
 
The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-time – 
Mark Haddon 
 
The 100 year Old Man Who 
Climbed Out of the 

Pride and Prejudice – Jane 
Austen 
 
Emma – Jane Austen 
 
Northanger Abbey – Jane 
Austen 
 
Lord of the Flies – William 
Golding 
 
Wolf Hall – Hilary Mantel 
 
The Old Man and the Sea – 
Ernest Hemingway  
 
To Kill a Mockingbird – 
Harper Lee 
 
Wuthering Heights – Emily 
Bronte 
 
Les Miserables – Victor 
Hugo 
 
Odes – John Keats 
 
The Color Purple – Alice 
Walker (USA) 
 
The Lyrical Ballads – 
William Wordsworth & 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
 
Jane Eyre – Charlotte 
Bronte 
 
Middlemarch – George 
Eliot 
 
Bleak House – Charles 
Dickens 
 
Brave New World – Aldous 
Huxley 
 
The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer and The 
Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn – Mark Twain 
 
The Woman in White - 
Wilkie Collins 



Window and Disappeared – 
Jonas Jonasson 
 
Saturday – Ian McEwan 
 
The Story of my Life – 
Helen Keller 
 
A Gathering Light – Jennifer 
Donnelly 
 
The Lovely Bones – Alice 
Sebold 
 
Fever Pitch – Nick Hornby 
 
The Binding – Bridget 
Collins 

 
The Great Gatsby – F. Scott 
Fitzgerald 
 
The Catcher in the Rye – 
J.D. Salinger 
 
I Know Why the Caged 
Bird Sings – Dr Maya 
Angelou 
 
The Grapes of Wrath – 
John Steinbeck 
 
Heart of Darkness – Joseph 
Conrad 
 
Oranges Are Not the Only 
Fruit – Jeanette Winterson 
 
Silas Marner – George Eliot 
 
Eleanor Oliphant is 
Completely Fine – Gail 
Honeyman 
 
The Kite Runner – Khaled 
Hosseini 
 
The Handmaid’s Tale – 
Margaret Atwood 
 
Alias grace – Margaret 
Atwood 
 
Cat’s Eye – Margaret 
Atwood 
 
The Time Traveller’s Wife 
– Audrey Niffenegger 
 
Catch-22 – Joseph Heller 
 
The Fountainhead – Ayn 
Rand 

 

Key 
Each book in this booklet will have at least one of the below symbols next to it to help you identify what 
genre it is in, or topics it includes. As you browse through the books, you can use this key to help you 
find books that include topics you are interested in. 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A word of advice from your librarian, Mrs Fetherstone. 

 

This list isn’t definitive and should you wish to read other texts as well as the ones on here, then 

that’s great. The wider you read the more you’ll learn, not only about literature, but about your 

own thoughts and opinions. A lot of these texts have been brought to life in some other medium, 

whether through film or television, however, remember that they are being brought to life not 

through your interpretation or vision of the text but through someone else’s. So, it would always be 

my advice to read the book first, form your own opinion of the text and let your own imagination 

envisage the characters, the scenery and the surroundings. Literature is a powerful thing, don’t let 

someone else tell you what you’re reading and how it should feel. Instead tell them what you’re 

reading and how it makes you feel. 



Captured by a giant! The BFG is no ordinary 

bone-crunching giant. He is far too nice, he’s 

the Big Friendly Giant, it's lucky for Sophie that 

he is. Had she been carried off in the middle of 

the night by the Bloodbottler, the 

Fleshlumpeater, the Bonecruncher, or any of 

the other giants-rather than the BFG she would 

have soon become breakfast. 

When Sophie hears that the other giants are 

flush-bunking off in England to swollomp a few 

nice little chiddlers, she decides she must stop 

them once and for all. And the BFG is going to 

help her! 

This is a great book and a must read for 

everyone! 

 

When Michael is washed up on an island in the 

Pacific after falling from his parent's yacht, the 

Peggy Sue, he struggles to survive on his own. 

But he soon realises there is someone close by, 

someone who is watching over him and helping 

him to stay alive. Following a close-run battle 

between life and death after being stung by a 

poisonous jelly fish, the mysterious someone 

‘Kensuke’ allows Michael into his world and they 

become friends, teaching and learning from 

each other, until the day of separation becomes 

inevitable. 

Morpurgo tells a wonderful tale of a desert 

island whilst also exploring the themes of 

friendship, trust and, ultimately, humanity. 

The BFG – Roald Dhal  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kensuke’s Kingdom – Michael Morpurgo   

Key Stage 3 



London is poised on the brink of World War II. 

Timid, scrawny Willie Beech, the abused child of 

a single mother, is evacuated to the English 

countryside. At first, he is terrified of everything, 

of the country sounds and sights, even of Mr. 

Tom, the gruff, kindly old man who has taken 

him in. But gradually Willie forgets the hate and 

despair of his past. He learns to love a world he 

never knew existed, a world of friendship and 

affection in which harsh words and daily 

beatings have no place. Then a telegram comes. 

Willie must return to his mother in London. 

When weeks pass by with no word from Willie, 

Mr. Tom sets out for London to look for the 

young boy he has come to love as a son. 

Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that 

began with his no-good-dirty-rotten- pig-

stealing-great-great-grandfather and has since 

followed generations of Yelnats. Now Stanley 

has been unjustly sent to a boys' detention 

centre, Camp Green Lake, where the warden 

makes the boys "build character" by spending all 

day, every day, digging holes: five feet wide and 

five feet deep. It doesn't take long for Stanley to 

realize there's more than character 

improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The 

boys are digging holes because the warden is 

looking for something. Stanley tries to dig up the 

truth in this inventive and darkly humorous tale 

of crime and punishment—and redemption. 

Goodnight Mr Tom – Michelle Magorian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holes – Louis Sachar 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



In the ruins of a place once known as North America 

lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capital surrounded 

by twelve outlying districts. The Capital is harsh and 

cruel and keeps the districts in line by forcing them all 

to send one boy and one girl between the ages of 

twelve and eighteen to participate in the annual 

Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. 

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a death 

sentence when she steps forward to take her sister's 

place in the Games. But Katniss has been close to dead 

before and survival, for her, is second nature. Without 

really meaning to, she becomes a contender. But if she 

is to win, she will have to start making choices that 

weight survival against humanity and life against love. 

Tom Gates loves caramel wafer biscuits, and all 

he wants to do is get tickets to see his favourite 

band, Dude3, when they come to town. He also 

likes the girl he sits next to in class, Amy. But he 

doesn’t like Delia, his weirdo big sister, maths, 

spelling, Marcus Meldrew and parents’ evening. 

He’s constantly trying to come up with excuses 

for why he hasn’t done his homework and all of 

his plans seem to get him into trouble. 

This book will make you laugh out loud as you 

follow Tom, his friends, family and foe. 

The Hunger Games – Suzanne Collins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

The Brilliant World of Tom Gates 

 

  



It's a new school year, and Greg Heffley finds himself 

thrust into middle school, where undersized weaklings 

share the hallways with kids who are taller, meaner, and 

already shaving. The hazards of growing up before 

you're ready are uniquely revealed through words and 

drawings as Greg records them in his diary. 

 

In book one of this debut series, Greg is happy to have 

Rowley, his sidekick, along for the ride. But when 

Rowley's star starts to rise, Greg tries to use his best 

friend's newfound popularity to his own advantage, 

kicking off a chain of events that will test their 

friendship in hilarious fashion. 

When Jo, Bessie and Fanny move to the 

countryside they realise that they live next to an 

enchanted wood. The wood is the magic 

faraway tree and the girls are about to take 

their cousin Rick on an adventure he'll never 

forget to a tree, where he’ll meet Moon-Face, 

Silky the fairy and Saucepan Man, and visit all 

the different lands at the top of the Faraway 

Tree. Like the Land of Spells, the crazy Land of 

Topsy-Turvy, and the land of Do-As-You-Please, 

where the children ride a runaway train! 

If you’ve never read any of Enid Blyton’s books 

before then start with this one, but if you have 

then you’ll know what a romping good read 

you’re in for. 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid – Jeff Kinney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Magic Faraway Tree – Enid Blyton 

 

 

  



Liam O'Connor should have died at sea in 1912. 

Maddy Carter should have died on a plane in 2010. 

Sal Vikram should have died in a fire in 2029. 

Yet moments before death, someone mysteriously 

appeared and said, 'Take my hand . . .' 

But the time riders Liam, Maddy and Sal aren’t 

saved, they are recruited to protect the rest of us. 

Their purpose is to fix broken history and to stop 

time travel from destroying the world. 

This is the first in a series of 3 books all about time 

travel, once you’ve read one you’ll want to read 

the rest! 

 

Dear reader, 

There is nothing to be found in Lemony 

Snicket’s ‘A Series of Unfortunate Events’ but 

misery and despair. You still have time to 

choose another international best-selling series 

to read. But if you insist on discovering the 

unpleasant adventures of the Baudelaire 

orphans, then proceed with caution… 

Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are 

intelligent children. They are charming, and 

resourceful, and have pleasant facial features. 

Unfortunately, they are exceptionally unlucky. 

In The Bad Beginning, the siblings encounter a 

greedy and repulsive villain, itchy clothing, a 

disastrous fire, a plot to steal their fortune and 

cold porridge for breakfast. 

In the tradition of great storytellers, from 

Dickens to Dahl, comes an exquisitely dark 

comedy that is both literary and irreverent, 

hilarious and deftly crafted. 

Time Riders series – Alex Scarrow 

 

A Series of Unfortunate Events – Lemony Snicket   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Winnie the Witch lives in a black house. She has 

black chairs and black stairs, black floors and 

black doors. The trouble is that Winnie's cat, 

Wilbur, is also black. After sitting on him and 

tripping over him, Winnie decides to turn Wilbur 

into a green cat. But ten he goes out into the 

long grass! Winnie is going to need a little magic 

to make sure she can always see Wilbur . . . A 

beautifully-crafted story with a colourful final 

twist. 

Our hero Ben is bored beyond belief after he is 

made to stay at his grandma’s house. She’s the 

boringest grandma ever: all she wants to do is to 

play Scrabble, and eat cabbage soup. But there 

are two things Ben doesn’t know about his 

grandma. 

1) She was once an international jewel thief. 

2) All her life, she has been plotting to steal the 

Crown Jewels, and now she needs Ben’s help… 

A story of prejudice and acceptance. I defy you 

not to laugh! 

Wilbur series – Valerie Thomas  

& Korky Paul  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gangsta Granny – David Walliams 

   



A magical fantasy that is fast-paced and easy-to-

read. Charlie Bone has a special gift- he can hear 

people in photographs talking! 

The fabulous powers of the Red King were passed 

down through his descendants, after turning up 

quite unexpectedly, in someone who had no idea 

where they came from. This is what happened to 

Charlie Bone, and to some of the children he met 

behind the grim, grey walls of Bloor's Academy. 

His scheming aunts decide to send him to Bloor 

Academy, a school for geniuses where he uses his 

gifts to discover the truth despite all the dangers 

that lie ahead. 

Charlie bucket lives in a ram-shackled house 

with his mum and dad and all of his 

grandparents. Grandpa Joe tells Charlie the 

story of the chocolatier, Willy Wonka, about 

how he had to close his factory to outsiders 

because other chocolatiers infiltrating his 

factory to steal his recipes. Then Willy Wonka 

announces there are 5 golden tickets to be won, 

the prize-a tour of Willy Wonka’s factory. Charlie 

Bucket's wonderful adventure begins when he 

finds a 50 pence piece in the snow and buys a 

Wonka bar only to discover a golden ticket. 

Grandpa Joe accompanies Charlie to see the 

extraordinary sites at Willy Wonka’s chocolate 

factory. Charlie’s eyes will be opened by the 

wonders of the factory and the behaviour of the 

other ticket winners! 

 

 

Midnight for Charlie Bone – Jenny Nimmo 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – Roald Dahl  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Murph Cooper has stopped counting the 

number of schools he’s been to. His mum has 

had to change jobs so many times, that’s just 

the way life is. 

But this latest school has something different 

about it and he doesn’t fit in because this school 

is top secret, and super weird. His classmates 

can all fly or control the weather or conjure tiny 

horses from thin air. And what's Murph's 

extraordinary skill? Um, oh yeah - he hasn't got 

one. 

Just as well there are no revolting supervillains 

lurking nearby, their minds abuzz with evil plans. 

There are!? Right. Ok, then... 

George's Grandma is a grizzly, grumpy, selfish 

old woman with pale brown teeth and a small 

puckered up mouth like a dog's bottom. Four 

times a day she takes a large spoonful of 

medicine, but it doesn't seem to do her any 

good. She's always just as poisonous after she's 

taken it as she was before. When George is left 

to look after her one morning, he decides to 

make Grandma a medicine to cure her of her 

grouchy disposition. But things don’t quite go as 

George expects….. 

This book is hilarious, it’s one of the first Roald 

Dahl books I read and it’s one that I think you’ll 

love too. 

The Kid Normal Series – Greg James  

& Chris Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George’s Marvellous Medicine – Roald Dahl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All 12-year-old Marinka wants is a friend. A real friend. Not 

like her house with chicken legs. Sure, the house can play 

games like tag and hide-and-seek, but Marinka longs for a 

human companion. Someone she can talk to and share 

secrets with. 

But that's tough when your grandmother is a Yaga, a guardian 

who guides the dead into the afterlife. It's even harder when 

you live in a house that wanders all over the world . . . 

carrying you with it. Even worse, Marinka is being trained to 

be a Yaga. That means no school, no parties--and no 

playmates that stick around for more than a day. 

So when Marinka stumbles across the chance to make a real 

friend, she breaks all the rules . . . with devastating 

consequences. Her beloved grandmother mysteriously 

disappears, and it's up to Marinka to find her--even if it 

means making a dangerous journey to the afterlife. 

The Iron Man seems to appear from nowhere, 

but to survive he feeds on farm equipment like 

tractors and diggers. Mankind must put a stop 

to the dreadful destruction caused by the Iron 

Man. A trap is set for him, using a red lorry as 

bait, but he cannot be kept down. Then, when a 

terrible monster from outer space threatens to 

lay waste to the planet, it is the Iron Man who 

finds a way to save the world. 

The House with Chicken Legs  

– Sophie Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Iron Man – Ted Hughes 

  

 

 



Barney is a solitary eight-year-old, given to 

wandering off by himself. One day he as he’s 

lying on the edge of a disused chalk pit, it 

gives way and Barney lands in a sort of cave. 

Here he meets somebody with shaggy hair 

wearing a rabbit-skin and speaking in grunts. 

He names him Stig. Barney’s family don’t 

believe him when he tells them about Stig, but 

to Barney Stig the cave man is totally real. 

Barney and Stig raid the rubbish dump at the 

bottom of the pit, to improve Stig's cave 

dwelling, and enjoy a series of adventures. 

When Stanley Lambchop wakes up one 

morning, his brother, Arthur, is yelling. A 

bulletin board fell on Stanley during the night, 

and now he is only half an inch thick! Amazing 

things begin happening to him. Stanley gets 

rolled up, mailed, and flown like a kite. He even 

gets to help catch two dangerous art thieves. He 

may be flat, but he's a hero. 

In Stanley’s adventures being flat definitely has 

it’s advantages. 

Stig of the Dump – Clive King 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flat Stanley – Jeff Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Meet Julian, Dick, Anne, George and Timothy. 

Together they are THE FAMOUS FIVE! 'There 

was something else out on the sea by the rocks - 

something dark that seemed to lurch out of the 

waves . . . What could it be?' Julian, Dick and 

Anne are spending the holidays with their 

tomboy cousin George and her dog, Timothy. 

One day, George takes them to explore nearby 

Kirrin Island, with its rocky little coast and old 

ruined castle on the top. Over on the island, 

they make a thrilling discovery, which leads 

them deep into the dungeons of Kirrin Castle on 

a dangerous adventure. Who - and what - will 

they find there? 

This is the first of the Famous Five adventures 

and there are 21 altogether. So get reading and 

enjoy the wholesome adventures of these 4 

intrepid children and their trusty side kick 

Timmy the dog. 

Meet Nikki Maxwell! She's starting eighth grade at a new 

school. (Book 1 of 11). 

New school. New mean girl. New crush. New diary so I can 

spill about all of it… 

I put a lot of really personal stuff in this diary along with my 

sketches and doodles. 

But, mostly it’s about how TRAUMATIC it was transferring 

to my new private middle school, Westchester Country Day. 

And, how a lot of the CCP (Cool, Cute & Popular) kids were 

really SNOBBY and made my life TOTALLY miserable. People 

like, oh, I don’t know, maybe… 

MACKENZIE HOLLISTER!! 

And, it just so happened that I got stuck with a locker right 

next to hers. I could NOT believe I had such C***** luck. I 

knew right then and there it was going to be a VERY, VERY 

long school year :-( ! 

 

Famous Five series – Enid Blyton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dork Diaries – Rachel Renee Russell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III is a truly 

extraordinary Viking hero known throughout 

Vikingdom as "the Dragon Whisperer"...but it 

wasn't always so. Travel back to the days when 

the mighty warrior was just a boy, the quiet and 

thoughtful son of the Chief of the Hairy 

Hooligans. Can Hiccup capture a dragon and 

train it without being torn limb from limb? Join 

the adventure as the small boy finds a better 

way to train his dragon and become a hero! 

(Book 1 of 12). 

CHERUB agents are highly trained, extremely 

talented--and all under the age of seventeen. For 

official purposes, these agents do not exist. They are 

sent out on missions to spy on terrorists, hack into 

crucial documents, and gather intel on global 

threats—all without gadgets or weapons. It is an 

exceptionally dangerous job, but these agents have 

one crucial advantage: adults never suspect that 

teens are spying on them. 

James is the latest CHERUB recruit. He’s a bit of a 

troublemaker, but he’s also brilliant. And CHERUB 

needs him. James has no idea what to expect, but 

he’s out of options. Before he can start in the field he 

must first survive one hundred gruelling days of basic 

training, where even the toughest recruits don’t 

make it to the end. (Book 1 of 16). 

 

How to Train Your Dragon –  

Cressida Cowell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cherub Series – Robert Muchamore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Margaret Simon, almost twelve, likes long hair, tuna fish, 

the smell of rain, and things that are pink. She’s just 

moved from New York City to Farbook, New Jersey, and is 

anxious to fit in with her new friends—Nancy, Gretchen, 

and Janie. When they form a secret club to talk about 

private subjects like boys, bras, and getting their first 

periods, Margaret is happy to belong. 

But none of them can believe Margaret doesn’t have  a 

religion, and that she isn’t going to the Y or the Jewish 

Community Centre. What they don’t know is Margaret 

has her own very special relationship with God. She can 

talk to God about everything—family, friends, even 

Moose Freed, her secret crush. 

Margaret is funny and real, and her thoughts and feelings 

are oh-so-relatable—you’ll feel like she’s talking right to 

you, sharing her secrets with a friend. 

Welcome to the Midnight Gang! Midnight is the time when 

all children are fast asleep, except of course for… the 

Midnight Gang. That is when their adventures are just 

beginning… 

When Tom gets hit on the head by a cricket ball, he finds 

himself at Lord Funt Hospital, and is greeted by a terrifying-

looking porter. Things go from bad to worse when he 

meets the wicked matron in charge of the children’s ward… 

But Tom is about to embark on the most thrilling journey of 

a lifetime! 

The Midnight Gang tells an extraordinarily heartwarming 

and, of course, funny story of five children on a hospital 

ward – and on a quest for adventure! It is a story of 

friendship and magic – and of making dreams come true. 

Readers are set to be utterly spellbound by this heartfelt 

story that will bring magic to everyone. 

 

 

Any title – Judy Blume 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any title – David Walliams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



'I'm Tracy Beaker. This is a book all about me. I'd 

read it if I were you. It's the most incredible 

dynamic heart-rending story. Honest.' 

Tracy is ten years old. She lives in a Children's 

Home but would like a real home one day, with 

a real family. Meet Tracy, follow her story and 

share her hopes for the future in this beautifully 

observed, touching and often very funny tale, all 

told in Tracy's own words. 

Narnia...the land beyond the wardrobe door, a 

secret place frozen in eternal winter, a magical 

country waiting to be set free. 

Lucy is the first to find the secret of the 

wardrobe in the professor's mysterious old 

house. At first her brothers and sister don't 

believe her when she tells of her visit to the land 

of Narnia. But soon Edmund, then Peter and 

Susan step through the wardrobe themselves. In 

Narnia they find a country buried under the evil 

enchantment of the White Witch. When they 

meet the Lion Aslan, they realize they've been 

called to a great adventure and bravely join the 

battle to free Narnia from the Witch's sinister 

spell. 

This is the first book in the series “The 

Chronicles of Narnia”. 

Any title – Jacqueline Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lion, the Witch and  

the Wardrobe – C.S. Lewis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



"Turning the envelope over, his hand trembling, 

Harry saw a purple wax seal bearing a coat of 

arms; a lion, an eagle, a badger and a snake 

surrounding a large letter 'H'." 

Harry Potter has never even heard of Hogwarts 

when the letters start dropping on the doormat at 

number four, Privet Drive. Addressed in green ink 

on yellowish parchment with a purple seal, they 

are swiftly confiscated by his grisly aunt and 

uncle. Then, on Harry's eleventh birthday, a great 

beetle-eyed giant of a man called Rubeus Hagrid 

bursts in with some astonishing news: Harry 

Potter is a wizard, and he has a place at Hogwarts 

School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. An incredible 

adventure is about to begin! (Book 1 of 7). 

Journeys to the end of the world, fantastic 

creatures, and epic battles between good and 

evil. This book has all 7 books in the series 

written by C. S. Lewis. But if you’ve watched the 

Chronicles of Narnia only the first 3 books have 

been turned into films – so don’t miss out on 

the rest. 

 

The Chronicles of Narnia – C.S. Lewis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Harry Potter series – J.K. Rowling 

  

 

 

 



Mr Arable the farmer is going to slaughter the 

runt of the pig litter, but Fern his daughter 

pleads with him and promises to look after the 

little pig. So the little pig Wilbur, is saved. But 

when Wlbur becomes stronger he is sent to 

Zuckerman’s farm, Fern’s uncle’s farm. Wilbur 

misses Fern, who visits him almost every day. 

But then Wilbur befriends Charlotte the spider 

in Zuckerman’s barn and when it becomes 

obvious that Wilbur’s fate is to be sent to 

slaughter, Charlotte agrees to help him.  

A beautiful story of friendship, and the circle of 

life. 

Beneath the kitchen floor is the world of the 

Borrowers -- Pod and Homily Clock and their 

daughter, Arrietty. In their tiny home, 

matchboxes double as roomy dressers and 

postage stamps hang on the walls like paintings. 

Whatever the Clocks need they simply "borrow" 

from the "human beans" who live above them. 

It's a comfortable life, but boring if you're a kid. 

Only Pod is allowed to venture into the house 

above, because the danger of being seen by a 

human is too great. Borrowers who are seen by 

humans are never seen again. Yet Arrietty won't 

listen. There is a human boy up there, and 

Arrietty is desperate for a friend. 

Charlotte’s Web – E.B. White 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Borrowers – Mary Norton   



Under the floorboards of the Store is a world of 

four-inch-tall nomes that humans never see. It is 

commonly known among these nomes that 

Arnold Bros. created the Store for them to live 

in, and he declared: "Everything Under One 

Roof." Therefore there can be no such thing as 

Outside. It just makes sense. 

That is, until the day a group of nomes arrives 

on a truck, claiming to be from Outside, talking 

about Day and Night and Snow and other crazy 

legends. And they soon uncover devastating 

news: The Store is about to be demolished. It's 

up to Masklin, one of the Outside nomes, to 

devise a daring escape plan that will forever 

change the nomes' vision of the world… 

 

 

Truckers – Terry Pratchett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northern Lights – Philip Pullman    

When Lyra's friend Roger disappears, she and her 

dæmon, Pantalaimon, determine to find him. 

The ensuing quest leads them to the bleak splendour 

of the North, where armoured bears rule the ice and 

witch-queens fly through the frozen skies - and where 

a team of scientists is conducting experiments too 

horrible to be spoken about. 

Lyra overcomes these strange terrors, only to find 

something yet more perilous waiting for her - 

something with consequences which may even reach 

beyond the Northern Lights... 



Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a 

perfectly normal boy. Well, he would be perfectly 

normal if he didn't live in a graveyard, being raised 

and educated by ghosts, with a solitary guardian 

who belongs to neither the world of the living nor 

the world of the dead. 

There are dangers and adventures for Bod in the 

graveyard: the strange and terrible menace of the 

Sleer; a gravestone entrance to a desert that leads 

to the city of ghouls; friendship with a witch, and so 

much more. 

But it is in the land of the living that real danger 

lurks, for it is there that the man Jack lives and he 

has already killed Bod's family. 

A deliciously dark masterwork by bestselling author 

Neil Gaiman, with illustrations by award-winning 

Dave McKean. 

"It was a dark, blustery afternoon in spring, and the city of London 

was chasing a small mining town across the dried-out bed of the 

old North Sea." 

The great traction city London has been skulking in the hills to 

avoid the bigger, faster, hungrier cities loose in the Great Hunting 

Ground. But now, the sinister plans of Lord Mayor Mangus Crome 

can finally unfold. 

Thaddeus Valentine, London's Head Historian and adored famous 

archaeologist, and his lovely daughter, Katherine, are down in The 

Gut when the young assassin with the black scarf strikes toward 

his heart, saved by the quick intervention of Tom, a lowly third-

class apprentice. Racing after the fleeing girl, Tom suddenly 

glimpses her hideous face: scarred from forehead to jaw, nose a 

smashed stump, a single eye glaring back at him. "Look at what 

your Valentine did to me!" she screams. "Ask him! Ask him what 

he did to Hester Shaw!" And with that she jumps down the waste 

chute to her death. Minutes later Tom finds himself tumbling 

down the same chute and stranded in the Out-Country, a sea of 

mud scored by the huge caterpillar tracks of cities like the one 

now steaming off over the horizon. 

  

 

The Graveyard Book – Neil Gaiman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mortal Engines – Philip Reeve   



When Matthew and Marilla Cuthbert plan to adopt a 

child, they decide that a boy would be best to help 

out on the farm Green Gables. They are surprised 

and disappointed when Anne is sent to them by 

mistake. As they plan what to do with her, they 

realise that Anne is quite unique and she has got her 

heart set on staying in Avonlea. But will she cause 

them all the strife that people are predicting she 

will?  

Anne has fiery red hair and a temper to match, will 

she manage to win the hearts of Matthew and 

Marilla and finally be able to call herself Anne of 

Green Gables? 

Mary Lennox is a young English girl who returns to 

England from India, having suffered the immense trauma 

of losing both her parents in a cholera epidemic. 

However, her memories of her parents are not pleasant, 

as they were a selfish, neglectful and pleasure-seeking 

couple. Mary is given to the care of her uncle Archibald 

Craven, whom she has never met. She travels to his 

home, Misselthwaite Manor located in gloomy Yorkshire, 

a vast change from the sunny and warm climate she was 

used to. When she arrives, she is  rude, stubborn and 

given to stormy temper tantrums. However, her nature 

undergoes a gradual transformation when she learns of 

the tragedies that have befallen her strict and 

disciplinarian uncle whom she earlier feared and 

despised. Once when he's away from home, Mary 

discovers a charming walled garden which is always kept 

locked. The mystery deepens when she hears sounds of 

sobbing from somewhere within her uncle's vast 

mansion. The kindly servants ignore her queries or 

pretend they haven't heard, spiking Mary's curiosity. 

The Secret Garden – Frances Hodgson Burnett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne of Green Gables –  

Lucy Maud Montgomery  

  



"History is just one damned thing after another." 

Behind the seemingly innocuous façade of St Mary's, a 

different kind of historical research is taking place. They don't 

do 'time-travel' - they 'investigate major historical events in 

contemporary time'. Maintaining the appearance of harmless 

eccentrics is not always within their power - especially given 

their propensity for causing loud explosions when things get 

too quiet. 

Meet the disaster-magnets of St Mary's Institute of Historical 

Research as they ricochet around History. Their aim is to 

observe and document - to try and find the answers to many 

of History's unanswered questions...and not to die in the 

process. But one wrong move and History will fight back - to 

the death. And, as they soon discover - it's not just History 

they're fighting. 

Follow the catastrophe curve from 11th-century London to 

World War I, and from the Cretaceous Period to the 

destruction of the Great Library at Alexandria. For wherever 

Historians go, chaos is sure to follow in their wake... 

In this much-loved children's classic first published in 

1906, the comfortable lives of three well-mannered 

siblings are greatly altered when, one evening, two men 

arrive at the house and take their father away. With the 

family's fortunes considerably reduced in his absence, the 

children and their mother are forced to live in a simple 

country cottage near a railway station. There the young 

trio—Roberta, Peter, and young Phyllis—befriend the 

porter and station master. 

The youngsters' days are filled with adventure and 

excitement, including their successful attempt to avert a 

horrible train disaster; but the mysterious disappearance 

of their father continues to haunt them. 

The solution to that painful puzzle and many other details 

and events of the children's lives come to vivid life in this 

perennial favourite, a story that has captivated 

generations of readers. 

One Damned Thing After Another –  

Jodi Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Railway Children – Edith Nesbit 

  



"There is nothing half so much worth doing as 

simply messing around in boats." 

When Mole flees his little underground home he 

discovers new friends and adventures with Raj, 

Toad and Badger.  In the company of his friends, 

Mole's new life is filled with delicious picnics, 

exciting boat trips and adventures in the 

frightening Wild Wood. When Toad finds 

himself in trouble, it's up to his friends to save 

the day. 

 

Fun Fact: Wind in The Willows was performed 

as Furness Academy’s School Show 2019! 

About three things I was absolutely positive. 

First, Edward was a vampire. 

Second, there was a part of him—and I didn't 

know how dominant that part might be—that 

thirsted for my blood. 

And third, I was unconditionally and irrevocably 

in love with him. 

Deeply seductive and extraordinarily 

suspenseful, Twilight is a love story with bite. 

(Book 1 of 4). 

Wind in the Willows – Kenneth Grahame 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twilight series – Stephenie Meyer 

  



Percy Jackson is a good kid, but he can't seem to 

focus on his schoolwork or control his temper. And 

lately, being away at boarding school is only getting 

worse - Percy could have sworn his pre-algebra 

teacher turned into a monster and tried to kill him. 

When Percy's mum finds out, she knows it's time 

that he knew the truth about where he came from, 

and that he must go to the one place he'll be safe. 

She sends Percy to Camp Half Blood, a summer 

camp for demigods (on Long Island), where he 

learns that the father he never knew is Poseidon, 

God of the Sea. Soon a mystery unfolds and together 

with his friends—one a satyr and the other the 

demigod daughter of Athena - Percy sets out on a 

quest across the United States to reach the gates of 

the Underworld (located in a recording studio in 

Hollywood) and prevent a catastrophic war between 

the gods. (Book 1 of 5). 

When fifteen-year-old Clary Fray heads out to the 

Pandemonium Club in New York City, she hardly expects to 

witness a murder― much less a murder committed by 

three teenagers covered with strange tattoos and 

brandishing bizarre weapons. Then the body disappears 

into thin air. It's hard to call the police when the 

murderers are invisible to everyone else and when there is 

nothing―not even a smear of blood―to show that a boy 

has died. Or was he a boy? 

This is Clary's first meeting with the Shadowhunters, 

warriors dedicated to ridding the earth of demons. It's also 

her first encounter with Jace, a Shadowhunter who looks a 

little like an angel and acts a lot like a jerk. Within twenty-

four hours Clary is pulled into Jace's world with a 

vengeance when her mother disappears and Clary herself 

is attacked by a demon. But why would demons be 

interested in ordinary mundanes like Clary and her 

mother? And how did Clary suddenly get the Sight? The 

Shadowhunters would like to know... (Book 1 of 6). 

Percy Jackson and the Lightening Thief  

– Rick Riordan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mortal Instruments series – 

 Cassandra Claire 

  



Charlie Higson's The Enemy is the first in a jaw-dropping 

zombie horror series for teens. Everyone over the age of 

fourteen has succumbed to a deadly zombie virus and 

now the kids must keep themselves alive. 

When the sickness came, every parent, police officer, 

politician - every adult fell ill. The lucky ones died. The 

others are crazed, confused and hungry. 

Only children under fourteen remain, and they're 

fighting to survive. 

Now there are rumours of a safe place to hide. And so a 

gang of children begin their quest across London, where 

all through the city - down alleyways, in deserted 

houses, underground - the grown-ups lie in wait. 

But can they make it there - alive? (Book 1 of 9). 

Bruno is nine years old. He’s the son of a high 

ranking German soldier during the Holocaust. 

This is when the Jews were persecuted by the 

Germans in the second world war under the rule 

of Hitler. Bruno, whilst out playing one day, 

stumbles across a fence and in doing so 

befriends nine-year-old Shmuel on the other 

side of the fence. Shmuel is a Jewish prisoner at 

a concentration camp. Bruno takes food for 

Schmuel, whose rations in the concentration 

camp are so poor the young boy is starving. But 

Bruno crosses a line that should never be 

crossed and the fate and friendship of the boys 

will be sealed forever. 

The Enemy series – Charlie H igson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas –  

John Boyne 

 

 

  



Stone Cold – Robert Swindells 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Machine Gunners – Robert Westall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'It's like parachuting. Get the first jump over and 

it becomes routine, but you mustn't get 

complacent. Check your parachute every time.' 

Homeless on the streets of London, 16 year old 

Link feels he has become an invisible outcast. 

When he meets streetwise Ginger, life becomes 

more bearable and he learns the tricks of 

survival. But when Ginger goes missing, Link 

feels a sickening sense of foreboding... 

With Nazi planes raining bombs on England 

night after night, every boy in Garmouth has a 

collection of shrapnel and other war souvenirs. 

But nothing comes close to the working machine 

gun Chas McGill pulls out of a downed bomber. 

While the police search frantically for the 

missing gun, Chas and his friends build a secret 

fortress to fight the Germans themselves. 



Kevin and Sadie just want to be together, but it's 

not that simple. Things are bad in Belfast. 

Soldiers walk the streets and the city is divided. 

No Catholic boy and Protestant girl can go out 

together - not without dangerous 

consequences… (Book 2 of 4). 

Across the Barricades – Joan Lingard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Power of Five series – Anthony Horowitz 

  He always knew he was different. 

First there were the dreams. 

Then the deaths began. 

When Matt Freeman gets into trouble with the 

police, he's sent to be fostered in Yorkshire. It's 

not long before he senses there's something 

wrong with his guardian: with the whole village. 

Then Matt learns about the Old Ones and begins 

to understand just how he is different. But no 

one will believe him; no one can help. (Book 1 of 

5). 



Featured Book: What Katy Did. 

Twelve-year-old Katy is constantly making and quickly 

breaking resolutions about how she will change her ways 

and treat others, especially her five younger brothers and 

sisters, with more respect and compassion. When Katy 

meets her Cousin Helen, an invalid, Katy is awed by her 

kindness, prettiness, and generosity. Katy is determined to 

become more like Helen, a resolution that lasts only a few 

hours. Soon, however, Katy gets a chance to become more 

like cousin Helen than she ever wished as she finds herself 

confined to her bedroom for four years as a result of an 

accident. Much of the story is focused on the change Katy 

undergoes during her illness. Helen visits again to advise 

Katy to learn from her experience and to try to become the 

centre of the house by making her room and herself more 

attractive to others. One way Katy decides to take Helen's 

advice is through assuming the responsibility of running the 

house, a job that consists of giving the servants instructions 

and ringing her bell to summon her sisters when she has a 

task for them. As soon as Katy has learned the lesson about 

how to care for others, she recovers and regains the ability 

to walk. 

ONLY A TRUE BEST FRIEND CAN PROTECT YOU FROM 

YOUR IMMORTAL ENEMIES... 

Lissa Dragomir is a Moroi princess: a mortal vampire with 

a rare gift for harnessing the earth's magic. She must be 

protected at all times from Strigoi; the fiercest vampires - 

the ones who never die. The powerful blend of human and 

vampire blood that flows through Rose Hathaway, Lissa's 

best friend, makes her a dhampir. Rose is dedicated to a 

dangerous life of protecting Lissa from the Strigoi, who are 

hell-bent on making Lissa one of them. 

After two years of freedom, Rose and Lissa are caught and 

dragged back to St. Vladimir's Academy, a school for 

vampire royalty and their guardians-to-be, hidden in the 

deep forests of Montana. But inside the iron gates, life is 

even more fraught with danger... and the Strigoi are 

always close by. 

Rose and Lissa must navigate their dangerous world, 

confront the temptations of forbidden love, and never 

once let their guard down, lest the evil undead make Lissa 

one of them forever... (Book 1 of 5). 

What Katy Did and What Katy Did Next  

– Susan Coolidge  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vampire Academy – Richelle Mead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



White Fang is part dog and part wolf, and the 

lone survivor of his family. In his lonely world, 

he soon learns to follow the harsh law of the 

North--kill or be killed. But nothing in White 

Fang's life can prepare him for the cruel owner 

who turns him into a vicious killer. Will White 

Fang ever know the kindness of a gentle 

master? 

Beowulf is a major epic of Anglo-Saxon 

literature, probably composed between the first 

half of the seventh century and the end of the 

first millennium. The poem was inspired by 

Germanic and Anglo-Saxon oral tradition 

recounting the exploits of Beowulf, the hero 

who gave his name to the poem. Here, it's 

transcribed as a verse epic, onto which are 

grafted Christian additions. 

White Fang – Jack London 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beowulf – Unknown  

(but several authors have translated) 

  



Alex's grandfather keeps forgetting things. 

Desperate to help him remember, Alex starts 

collecting old photographs. But as Alex digs into 

his grandfather's past, he stumbles across 

secrets that have been buried since World War 

II. Uncovering the truth could save Grandad... 

but it might also tear Alex apart. 

Just after midnight, a snowdrift stops the Orient 

Express in its tracks. The luxurious train is 

surprisingly full for the time of the year, but by 

the morning it is one passenger fewer. An 

American tycoon lies dead in his compartment, 

stabbed a dozen times, his door locked from the 

inside. 

Isolated and with a killer in their midst, 

detective Hercule Poirot must identify the 

murderer—in case he or she decides to strike 

again. 

Fun Fact: Agatha Christie wrote 33 novels 

featuring Hercule Poirot, as well as 12 novels 

featuring her other famous detective character, 

Miss Marple. 

The Memory Cage – Ruth Eastham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Murder on the Orient Express  

– Agatha Christie 

  



Seven-year-old Alice, whilst sitting on the 

riverbank with her older sister, notices a clothed 

white rabbit with a pocket watch talking to 

himself. Alice follows the rabbit down the rabbit 

hole but then finds herself falling and falling. 

Alice arrives in a hall with doors of all different 

sizes. Alice unlocks one of the doors and sees a 

beautiful garden beyond the door, which is far 

too small for Alice to fit through. But then Alice 

notices a small bottle labelled “Drink Me”. Alice 

drinks the contents of the small bottle and 

precedes to shrink. Alice can now enter the 

garden and discover the magic and majesty 

within. 

'The more I know of the world, the more am I 

convinced that I shall never see a man whom I 

can really love. I require so much!' 

Marianne Dashwood wears her heart on her 

sleeve, and when she falls in love with the 

dashing but unsuitable John Willoughby she 

ignores her sister Elinor's warning that her 

impulsive behaviour leaves her open to gossip 

and innuendo. Meanwhile Elinor, always sensitive 

to social convention, is struggling to conceal her 

own romantic disappointment, even from those 

closest to her. Through their parallel experience 

of love—and its threatened loss—the sisters 

learn that sense must mix with sensibility if they 

are to find personal happiness in a society where 

status and money govern the rules of love. 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland  

– Lewis Carroll 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sense and Sensibility – Jane Austen 

  



Lemuel Gulliver, an English man trained as a 

surgeon sets sail across the sea when his 

business fails not knowing what fantastic 

adventures await him. First he is shipwrecked on 

the island of Lilliput where the people are only 

six inches high! Then, he voyages to 

Brobdingnag, a land of towering giants. Will 

Gulliver ever make it back home? 

Tales to make your spine tingle from the master 

of Gothic horror. 

Thirteen stories of horror, suspense, and the 

supernatural that will keep you on the edge of 

your seat to the very last page. "The Pit and the 

Pendulum", "The Fall of the House of Usher", 

and "The Black Cat" are just three of Edgar Allan 

Poe's most famous tales in this chilling, 

enthralling collection. 

 

Gulliver’s Travels – Jonathan Swift 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tales of Mystery and Terror  

– Edgar Allan Poe 

 

  



When an army of invading Martians lands in 

England, panic and terror seize the population. 

As the aliens traverse the country in huge three-

legged machines, incinerating all in their path 

with a heat ray and spreading noxious toxic 

gases, the people of the Earth must come to 

terms with the prospect of the end of human 

civilization and the beginning of Martian rule. 

In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. Not 

a nasty, dirty, wet hole, filled with the ends of 

worms and an oozy smell, nor yet a dry, bare, 

sandy hole with nothing in it to sit down on or 

to eat: it was a hobbit-hole, and that means 

comfort. 

Written for J.R.R. Tolkien’s own children, The 

Hobbit met with instant critical acclaim when it 

was first published in 1937. Now recognized as a 

timeless classic, this introduction to the hobbit 

Bilbo Baggins, the wizard Gandalf, Gollum, and 

the spectacular world of Middle-earth recounts 

of the adventures of a reluctant hero, a 

powerful and dangerous ring, and the cruel 

dragon Smaug the Magnificent. 

The War of the Worlds – H.G. Wells 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien 

 

  



From the moment young Jim Hawkins first 

encounters the sinister Blind Pew at the Admiral 

Benbow Inn until the climactic battle for 

treasure on a tropic isle, the novel creates 

scenes and characters that have fired the 

imaginations of generations of readers. Written 

by a superb prose stylist, a master of both action 

and atmosphere, the story centres upon the 

conflict between good and evil - but in this case 

a particularly engaging form of evil. It is the 

villainy of that most ambiguous rogue Long John 

Silver that sets the tempo of this tale of 

treachery, greed, and daring. 

Humble, orphaned Pip is apprenticed to the 

dirty work of the forge but dares to dream of 

becoming a gentleman — and one day, under 

sudden and enigmatic circumstances, he finds 

himself in possession of "great expectations." In 

this gripping tale of crime and guilt, revenge and 

reward, the compelling characters include 

Magwitch, the fearful and fearsome convict; 

Estella, whose beauty is excelled only by her 

haughtiness; and the embittered Miss 

Havisham, an eccentric jilted bride. 

 

Treasure Island – Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Expectations – Charles Dickens 

 

 

  



The procession that crosses Chaucer's pages is as full of 

life and as richly textured as a medieval tapestry. The 

Knight, the Miller, the Friar, the Squire, the Prioress, the 

Wife of Bath, and others who make up the cast of 

characters -- including Chaucer himself -- are real people, 

with human emotions and weaknesses. When it is 

remembered that Chaucer wrote in English at a time 

when Latin was the standard literary language across 

western Europe, the magnitude of his achievement is 

even more remarkable. But Chaucer's genius needs no 

historical introduction; it bursts forth from every page of 

The Canterbury Tales. 

If we trust the General Prologue, Chaucer intended that 

each pilgrim should tell two tales on the way to 

Canterbury and two tales on the way back. He never 

finished his enormous project and even the completed 

tales were not finally revised. Scholars are uncertain 

about the order of the tales. As the printing press had yet 

to be invented when Chaucer wrote his works, The 

Canterbury Tales has been passed down in several 

handwritten manuscripts. 

Shakespeare's intertwined love polygons begin to get 

complicated from the start--Demetrius and Lysander both 

want Hermia but she only has eyes for Lysander. Bad 

news is, Hermia's father wants Demetrius for a son-in-

law. On the outside is Helena, whose unreturned love 

burns hot for Demetrius. Hermia and Lysander plan to 

flee from the city under cover of darkness but are 

pursued by an enraged Demetrius (who is himself 

pursued by an enraptured Helena). In the forest, 

unbeknownst to the mortals, Oberon and Titania (King 

and Queen of the faeries) are having a spat over a 

servant boy. The plot twists up when Oberon's head 

mischief-maker, Puck, runs loose with a flower which 

causes people to fall in love with the first thing they see 

upon waking. Throw in a group of labourers preparing a 

play for the Duke's wedding (one of whom is given a 

donkey's head and Titania for a lover by Puck) and the 

complications become fantastically funny. 

The Canterbury Tales – Geoffrey Chaucer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream  

– William Shakespeare   



After eighteen years as a political prisoner in the 

Bastille, the ageing Doctor Manette is finally 

released and reunited with his daughter in 

England. There the lives of two very different 

men, Charles Darnay, an exiled French 

aristocrat, and Sydney Carton, a disreputable 

but brilliant English lawyer, become enmeshed 

through their love for Lucie Manette. From the 

tranquil roads of London, they are drawn 

against their will to the vengeful, bloodstained 

streets of Paris at the height of the Reign of 

Terror, and they soon fall under the lethal 

shadow of La Guillotine. 

One night on the heath, the brave and 

respected general Macbeth encounters three 

witches who foretell that he will become king of 

Scotland. At first sceptical, he’s urged on by the 

ruthless, single-minded ambitions of Lady 

Macbeth, who suffers none of her husband’s 

doubt. But seeing the prophecy through to the 

bloody end leads them both spiralling into 

paranoia, tyranny, madness, and murder. 

This shocking tragedy - a violent caution to 

those seeking power for its own sake - is, to this 

day, one of Shakespeare’s most popular and 

influential masterpieces. 

A Tale of Two Cities – Charles Dickens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Macbeth – William Shakespeare 

  



Two young people are forced to make a stand in 

this thought-provoking look at racism and 

prejudice in an alternate society. 

Sephy is a Cross -- a member of the dark-skinned 

ruling class. Callum is a Nought -- a “colourless” 

member of the underclass who were once 

slaves to the Crosses. The two have been friends 

since early childhood, but that’s as far as it can 

go. In their world, Noughts and Crosses simply 

don’t mix. Against a background of prejudice 

and distrust, intensely highlighted by violent 

terrorist activity, a romance builds between 

Sephy and Callum -- a romance that is to lead 

both of them into terrible danger. Can they 

possibly find a way to be together? 

I won’t describe what I look like. Whatever 

you’re thinking, it’s probably worse. 

August Pullman was born with a facial 

difference that, up until now, has prevented him 

from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th 

grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more 

than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his 

new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s 

extraordinary face. Wonder, begins from 

Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches to 

include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, 

and others. 

Noughts and Crosses – Malorie Blackman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wonder – R.J. Palacio 

 

  



On a world supported on the back of a giant 

turtle, a gleeful, explosive, wickedly eccentric 

expedition sets out. There's an avaricious but 

inept wizard, a naive tourist whose luggage 

moves on hundreds of dear little legs, dragons 

who only exist if you believe in them, and of 

course THE EDGE of the planet... Book 1 of 41). 

The Color of Magic is Terry Pratchett's maiden 

voyage through the now-legendary land of 

Discworld. This is where it all begins -- with the 

tourist Twoflower who threatens the Disc’s very 

existence and his spectacularly inept wizard 

guide, Rincewind (who only know one spell). 

 

1910, a young Englishman, Stephen Wraysford, 

is on attachment in Amiens northern France 

from London. He’s working in the textile 

industry and lodging with the Azaire family. 

Stephen and Isabelle Azaire begin a 

tempestuous love affair and flee to Provence. 

But with the start of World War I Stephen is on 

the Western front in 1916, broken by love and 

war he is encouraged in his determination to 

survive by Captain Gray, they share their 

experiences of war but Stephen also keeps a 

coded diary. The diary is found by his 

granddaughter Elizabeth Benson in the 1970’s 

and with the help of a friend Elizabeth decodes 

the diary and uncovers the past. 

Discworld series – Terry Pratchett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birdsong – Sebastian Faulks 

 

  



Pi’s family own and run a zoo in their hometown 

of India. Pi’s father is emphatic about the true 

nature of animals and the wildness of animals. 

But Pi’s father sees his son’s naivete about the 

tiger in the zoo and so forces his children to 

watch the tiger kill and eat its prey. When Pi is a 

teenager his family decides to sell the zoo and 

its animals and immigrate to Canada. They 

travel on the Tsimtsum, a cargo ship, but during 

a fierce storm Pi is tossed overboard and into a 

lifeboat by the crew. The next morning Pi finds 

the company that he is keeping in his lifeboat - a 

hyena, a badly injured zebra, a female orang-

utan named Orange Juice and a Bengal tiger 

name Richard Parker. 

Anita and Me, which has been compared to To 

Kill a Mockingbird, tells the story of Meena, the 

daughter of the only Punjabi family in the British 

village of Tollington. With great warmth and 

humor, Meera Syal brings to life a quirky, 

spirited 1960s mining town and creates in her 

protagonist what the Washington Post calls a 

“female Huck Finn.” The novel follows nine-

year-old Meena through a year spiced with 

pilfered sweets and money, bad words, and 

compulsive, yet inventive, lies. Anita and Me 

offers a fresh, sassy look at a childhood caught 

between two cultures. 

Life of Pi - Yann Martel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anita and Me – Meera Syal 

 

  



It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its 

breath. Death has never been busier, and will be 

busier still. 

By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed 

when she picks up a single object, partially hidden in 

the snow. It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, left 

behind there by accident, and it is her first act of 

book thievery. So begins a love affair with books and 

words, as Liesel, with the help of her accordion-

playing foster father, learns to read. Soon she is 

stealing books from Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's 

wife's library, wherever there are books to be found. 

But these are dangerous times. When Liesel's foster 

family hides a Jew in their basement, Liesel's world is 

both opened up, and closed down. 

A beautifully recounted tale of heroism in the face of 

the savage brutality of Nazi Germany. 

Aza Holmes is 16. She’s a student living in 

Indianapolis and she struggles with OCD, 

constantly worried about infection especially 

from C. difficile. She has a callus on her finger 

that she won’t leave to heal as she continually 

re-opens it to drain out pathogens. Aza’s friends 

are Mychal Turner, a budding artist, and best 

friend Daisy Ramirez who writes Star Wars fan 

fiction.  

When Daisy discovers the billionaire father of an 

old school friend has gone missing amidst a 

fraud investigation, she decides to go in search 

of the billionaire with Aza in an attempt to win 

the $100,000 reward. 

Turtles All the Way Down – John Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Book Thief – Markus Zusak 

 

  



Black Beauty spends his youth in a loving home, 

surrounded by friends, nurtured by his mother 

and cared for by his owners. After his careful 

training Black Beauty is ready to leave the 

meadows of his youth and is sold to Squire 

Gordon of Birtwick Park. Here Beauty will meet 

his dearest friends, Ginger, Merrylegs, John 

Manly and James. Beauty soon falls in love with 

his new home but misses the freedom of his 

youth. When Squire Gordon and his wife move 

abroad for the sake of his wife’s health, Black 

Beauty and his friends are sold off. Over the 

years Beauty has many owners, not all of them 

as benevolent as Squire Gordon. All Beauty 

wants is a loving home, but will he ever be lucky 

enough to have that again. 

This is one of my favourite stories a tale of love, 

loss and the beauty of friendship. 

Sara Crewe, an exceptionally intelligent and 

imaginative student at Miss Minchin's Select 

Seminary for Young Ladies, is devastated when 

her adored, indulgent father dies. Now 

penniless and banished to a room in the attic, 

Sara is demeaned, abused, and forced to work 

as a servant. How this resourceful girl's fortunes 

change again is at the centre of A Little Princess, 

one of the best-loved stories in all of children's 

literature. 

A Little Princess – Frances Hodgson Burnett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black Beauty – Anna Sewell   



Margaret Hale is preparing for her cousin Edith’s 

wedding to Captain Lennox. Following the 

celebration, she returns to the village of Helstone 

where her father is the vicar. Having spent the past 

ten years living with her aunt and cousin she’s now 

looking forward to the idyllic life of Helstone with 

her parents. But her dream is shattered by an 

unexpected and unwanted proposal and her 

father’s shocking news that he has doubts about 

the Church of England. Mr Hale decides to move his 

family to the industrial Northern town of Milton. 

Initially the industrial north repulses Margaret, but 

she soon sees the social injustice in the poverty and 

suffering of the mill workers. Margaret has a 

tumultuous relationship with the mill owner Mr 

Thornton refusing to bow to his capitalist view and 

his treatment of the workers.   

A Victorian novel of social injustices and 

redemption in which Margaret is the heroine. 

 

North and South – Elizabeth Gaskell 
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How I Live Now – Meg Rosoff 

 

 

  

"Every war has turning points and every person 

too." 

Fifteen-year-old Daisy is sent from Manhattan to 

England to visit her aunt and cousins she's never 

met: three boys near her age, and their little sister. 

Her aunt goes away on business soon after Daisy 

arrives. The next day bombs go off as London is 

attacked and occupied by an unnamed enemy. 

As power fails, and systems fail, the farm becomes 

more isolated. Despite the war, it's a kind of Eden, 

with no adults in charge and no rules, a place 

where Daisy's uncanny bond with her cousins 

grows into something rare and extraordinary. But 

the war is everywhere, and Daisy and her cousins 

must lead each other into a world that is unknown 

in the scariest, most elemental way. 

Daisy is a sassy New Yorker who thinks she knows 

all about love, but it’s only when her world is turns 

upside down that she’ll discover what real love is. 

Key Stage 4 

https://www.gradesaver.com/north-and-south/study-guide/character-list#margaret-hale
https://www.gradesaver.com/north-and-south/study-guide/character-list#captain-lennox


Fifteen-year-old Billy Casper, is a troubled 

teenager growing up in the small Yorkshire 

mining town of Barnsley. Ignored by his mother, 

beaten by his drunken brother and treated as a 

failure in school, Billy discovers a new passion in 

life when he finds Kes, a kestrel hawk. Trained 

from the nest but not tamed, Billy identifies 

with her silent strength and she inspires in him 

the trust and love that nothing else can, 

discovering through her the passion missing 

from his life. Barry Hines's acclaimed novel 

continues to reach new generations of 

teenagers and adults with its powerful story of 

survival in a tough, joyless world. 

The compelling story of two outsiders striving to 

find their place in an unforgiving world. 

Drifters in search of work, George and his child 

like friend Lennie have nothing in the world 

except each other and a dream - a dream that 

one day they will have some land of their own. 

Lennie is large and strong but has a mental 

disability and relies on George’s assistance to 

function well in society. Eventually they find 

work on a ranch in California's Salinas Valley, 

but their hopes are dashed as Lennie - struggling 

against extreme cruelty, misunderstanding and 

feelings of jealousy - becomes a victim of his 

own strength.  

Tackling universal themes of friendship and 

shared vision and giving a voice to America's 

lonely and dispossessed. 

A Kestrel for a Knave (Kes) – Barry Hines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck 

  



Written in a diary style this book focuses on the 

worries and regrets of a teenager who believes 

himself to be an intellectual. Mole comments on 

world events taking place at the time of writing 

between 1981 and 1982, such as the Falklands 

war and the wedding of Prince Charles to Lady 

Diana. He also has a contempt for the Prime 

Minister of the time, Margaret Thatcher, listing 

her as one of his worst enemies. Mole naively 

and yet confidently misinterprets events around 

him and has a complete obsession with Pandora 

Braithwaite, whom he sits next to in geography.  

This is the first in a series of books about the life 

of Adrian Mole, so if you enjoy this one there’s 

more…. 

  

Kelly Holmes made history when she brought home 

double gold in the 2004 Olympics, becoming a national 

hero. She won Sports Personality of the Year, was given 

a Damehood, fully backed London's successful 2012 

Olympic bid and became a superstar on the red carpet 

as well as a much acclaimed and consulted professional 

in the sporting world. 

Now in her staggeringly honest updated autobiography 

she reveals the times she fought back tears to battle 

against injury and win gold, plus the emotional decision 

she made to retire from athletics. 

Including details of her unsettled childhood, trials in the 

army and a struggle with self harm, Kelly's amazing 

determination carries through to make this inspirational 

and powerful autobiography a tale of triumph over 

adversity and a model for readers of all ages and 

backgrounds. 

Black, White, Gold - Kelly Holmes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Diary of Adrian Mole series  

– Sue Townsend 



Jasper Spam is mad about science, the problem 

is that all of his experiments tend to end in a 

BANG, until one day quite accidentally Jasper 

manages to invent something that will change 

the world forever ...One crazy experiment 

involving a shed, a mallet, and a poorly aimed 

laser beam results in Jasper's cat Rover, 

becoming the world's first talking cat. Finally an 

invention that works - the Cat Chat 2000! Soon 

people are handing over all of their cash to get a 

talking cat. With his new found wealth Jasper 

can finally live the life he's always dreamed of - 

buying a mansion, sports team, and producing a 

Hollywood blockbuster.  

Jasper and his nan are rich beyond their wildest 

dreams but there’s a price to pay: Jasper realises 

he’s not just made some cats talk, he’s created a 

feline army! Can he reverse the process before 

cats take over the world? A brilliantly funny 

what-if adventure and enormous fun. 

Trying to run away from boarding school in 

England, a boy encounters an old woman who 

tells him the story of Bertie and his beautiful 

white lion. 

Bertie is a young boy who lives on a closed farm 

in Africa. One day he sees his father shoot and 

kill a lion leaving a small white lion cub behind. 

The lion cub cannot survive alone, so Bertie 

decides to raise the lion cub. His mother is 

excited by the prospect, but his Father isn’t 

happy about it. The lion cub and Bertie become 

inseparable but when Bertie is sent away to 

boarding school and the lion is sent to the 

circus, Bertie vows to reunite with the lion some 

day. 

The Accidental Billionaire – Tom McLaughlin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterfly Lion – Michael Morpurgo 

  



A powerful tale of war, redemption and a hero's 

journey. 

Ted Narracott buys a race horse, Joey, at 

auction instead of a work horse for the farm 

they tend. Ted’s son Albert works tirelessly with 

Joey teaching him to work the fields with a 

plough, caring for him and protecting him from 

the harsh treatment Ted wishes to dish out to 

the horse. But Ted sells Joey to the army at the 

start of the first world war and so Joey’s journey 

through war and separation for those he loves 

begins.  

Joey’s survival through an horrific war is in part 

due to the training that Albert bestowed upon 

the horse and in part to the friendships Joey 

makes along the way. 

As Joey’s journey through the bloody first world 

war comes full circle, he’s finally auctioned to 

the highest bidder. 

The powerful new novel from the master 

storyteller - inspired by the true story of one 

man who might have stopped World War II. 

It’s 1940 and Barney and his mother are taking a 

train journey when the train comes under attack 

from German fighters. A stranger on the 

carriage offers to tell them a story to pass the 

time. It’s a true tory of a highly decorate World 

War 1 soldier who had the chance to kill Adolf 

Hitler but let him go. 

Barney is mesmerised by the story of this 

stranger’s old friend, but why is the man telling 

the story now and how does he know so many 

details? 

 

War Horse – Michael Morpurgo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

An Eagle in the Snow – Michael Morpurgo 

  



TO PLAY IS TO DIE! 

Scott is selected as a games tester for Virtual 

Kombat, the most realistic fighting video game 

ever invented - so real it hurts! 

Once a Gamer enters the fighting world, it 

becomes hard to distinguish between what is 

real and what is not. 

Scott must work his way up the ranks to make it 

out alive and achieve the ultimate prize, but 

when friend and rival Kate fails to return from 

the Virtual Arena, Scott begins to wonder if it's 

more than just a game… 

The game is real, the danger is deadly and 

consequences are final. 

Set in a future world in which kids risk their lives 

for real playing an online fantasy game, Virus is 

a nerve-tingling combination of science-fiction 

and martial arts extravaganza. Scott knows that 

playing Virtual Kombat will put his life in danger, 

but the only way to destroy the game is from 

the inside, and he really wants to avenge the 

death of his friend. In this he’s helped by a 

group of techno-hackers, but when it comes to 

the crunch, his taekwondo skills mean he’s on 

his own against powerful opponents. Chris 

Bradford is an expert at keeping the tension 

high and this is a page-turning, super-readable 

adventure. 

Gamer – Chris Bradford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virus – Chris Bradford 

  



Teenagers Jay, Summer and Dylan couldn’t be 

more different. Jay lives above his mum’s fish 

and chip shop in Camden with his raucous 

family. Summer lives on a council estate in 

Birmingham and leads a lonely solitary life. 

Whilst Dylan comes from a privileged and 

wealthy family, but he’s at a boarding school 

where he doesn’t fit in. They all have one thing 

in common though –being part of a band. 

Jay plays guitar, writes songs and dreams of 

being a rock star. But his ambitions are stifled by 

seven siblings and a terrible drummer. 

Summer works hard at school, looks after her 

nan and has a one-in-a-million singing voice. But 

can her talent triumph over her nerves? 

Dylan is happiest lying on his bunk smoking, but 

his school rugby coach has other ideas, and 

Dylan reluctantly joins a band to avoid crunching 

tackles and icy mud. 

They're about to enter the biggest battle of their 

lives. And there's everything to play for. 

Hazel’s parents want her to be an ordinary 

teenager but despite the tumor-shrinking 

medical miracle that has bought her a few years, 

Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her 

final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when 

a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters 

suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, 

Hazel's story is about to be completely 

rewritten. 

Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in 

Our Stars is award-winning author John Green's 

most ambitious and heart breaking work yet, 

brilliantly exploring the funny, thrilling, and 

tragic business of being alive and in love. 

Rock War – Robert Muchamore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fault in Our Stars – John Green  

  



One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, One 

Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them. 

In ancient times the Rings of Power were crafted by 

the Elven-smiths, and Sauron, The Dark Lord, forged 

the One Ring, filling it with his own power so that he 

could rule all others. But the One Ring was taken 

from him, and though he sought it throughout 

Middle-earth, it remained lost to him. After many 

ages it fell into the hands of Bilbo Baggins, as told in 

The Hobbit. 

In a sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Baggins 

finds himself faced with an immense task, as his 

elderly cousin Bilbo entrusts the Ring to his care. 

Frodo must leave his home and make a perilous 

journey across Middle-earth to the Cracks of Doom, 

there to destroy the Ring and foil the Dark Lord in his 

evil purpose. (Book 1 of 3). 

Probably the world’s most famous gothic horror, 

a cautionary tale about the dangers of scientific 

progress versus the true meaning of what it is to 

be human. 

Victor Frankenstein is obsessed with creating life 

itself, so he plunders graveyards for body parts 

and then shocks his monstrous creation into life 

with a charge of electricity. But Frankenstein 

shuns his creation denying it of human 

company. The creature, lonely and outcast by 

his very creator, sets about to destroy 

Frankenstein. 

The Lord of the Rings trilogy – J.R.R. Tolkien 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Frankenstein – Mary Shelley  

   



Winston Smith is a state employee. He works for 

the ministry of truth, but the ministry of truth 

wants to control what its subjects think and feel. 

Love is outlawed and Big Brother is watching 

you. Winston is a propaganda writing, re-writing 

history to suit the needs of the authoritarian 

state. But Winston is growing to hate the party 

that seeks power for powers sake and 

persecutes its people for thought crimes. But as 

Winston starts to think for himself and falls I 

love with fellow worker Julia, he can’t escape 

the thought police and the fact the Big Brother 

is always watching. 

A farm is taken over by its overworked, 

mistreated animals. With flaming idealism and 

stirring slogans, they set out to create a paradise 

of progress, justice, and equality. Thus the stage 

is set for one of the most telling satiric fables 

ever penned –a razor-edged fairy tale that 

records the evolution from revolution against 

tyranny to a totalitarianism just as terrible. 

When Animal Farm was first published, Stalinist 

Russia was seen as its target. Today it is 

devastatingly clear that wherever and whenever 

freedom is attacked, under whatever banner, 

the cutting clarity and savage comedy of George 

Orwell’s masterpiece have a meaning and 

message still ferociously fresh. 

1984 – George Orwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animal Farm – George Orwell 

  



Jekyll theorises that in every man there are 

forces of good and evil, so when Jekyll develops 

a formula to separate the two forces Jeykll’s 

alter ego, Hyde, is born.  

A London lawyer named John Gabriel Utterson 

investigates strange occurrences between his 

old friend, Dr Henry Jekyll, and the evil Edward 

Hyde. 

But this experiment will lead to deadly 

consequences as Utterson soon discovers when 

he investigates the disappearance of Dr Jeykll. 

Robert Louis Stevenson weaves this gothic novel 

with allegorical undertones perfectly.  

 

 

When Jonathan Harker visits Transylvania to 

help Count Dracula with the purchase of a 

London house, he makes horrifying discoveries 

about his client and his castle. Soon afterwards, 

a number of disturbing incidents unfold in 

England: an unmanned ship is wrecked at 

Whitby; strange puncture marks appear on a 

young woman's neck; and the inmate of an 

asylum raves about the imminent arrival of his 

'Master'. In the ensuing battle of wits between 

the sinister Count Dracula and a determined 

group of adversaries, Bram Stoker created a 

masterpiece of the horror genre. 

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde  

– Robert Louis Stevenson 
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Dracula – Bram Stoker 

  



This book is loosely autobiographical and tells the 

story of the four March sisters, Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy. 

Set against the back drop of the American civil war, 

the girls’ father is a chaplain in the war and so it is on 

Christmas Eve that the girls gather around their 

mother to read their father’s latest letter. In the letter 

their father urges them to be good then he can be 

even more proud of his “little women” when he 

returns from war. The sisters all decide to improve one 

thing about themselves. This story follows the lives 

and fortunes of the women and is in part a coming of 

age story. 

Recently made into a film, but just remember this is 

someone else’s interpretation of the text. Read the 

book first, make up your own mind and then watch 

the film and perhaps measure the film maker’s 

interpretation alongside your own.   

 

Set in England's Downs, a once idyllic rural 

landscape, this stirring tale of adventure, 

courage and survival follows a band of very 

special creatures on their flight from the 

intrusion of man and the certain destruction of 

their home. Led by a stout-hearted pair of 

friends, they journey forth from their native 

Sandleford Warren through the harrowing trials 

posed by predators and adversaries, to a 

mysterious promised land and a more perfect 

society. 

Little Women – Louisa May Alcott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watership Down – Richard Adams 

  



This novel is timeless, witty and enchanting. 

Through six turbulent months of 1934, 17-year-

old Cassandra Mortmain keeps a journal, filling 

three notebooks with sharply funny yet 

poignant entries about her home, a ruined 

Suffolk castle, and her eccentric and penniless 

family. They used to be rich, but her father 

suffers from a terribly financially crippling 

writer’s block.  By the time the last diary shuts, 

there have been great changes in the Mortmain 

household, not the least with the arrival of the 

American heirs to the castle and Cassandra 

falling in love for the first time. 

Dodie Smith is also the author of the novel “101 

Dalmations” that turned into a huge Disney hit. 

 

Cider with Rosie is a charming memoir of Laurie 

Lee's childhood in a remote Cotswold village, a 

world that is tangibly real and yet reminiscent of a 

now distant past.  

In this idyllic pastoral setting, unencumbered by the 

callous father who so quickly abandoned his family 

responsibilities, Laurie's adoring mother becomes 

the centre of his world as she struggles to raise a 

growing family against the backdrop of the Great 

War. 

The sophisticated adult author's retrospective 

commentary on events is endearingly juxtaposed 

with that of the innocent, spotty youth, 

permanently prone to tears and self-absorption. 

Written in a time before the modern sophistication 

of cars and electricity this is a timeless place that we 

would do well to remember, even if only in our 

imagination. 

I Capture The Castle – Dodie Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cider with Rosie – Laurie Lee 

  



Set on the English moor, on an isolated causeway, 

Arthur Kipps, a young solicitor has come north from 

London to attend the funeral and settle the affairs of 

Mrs. Alice Drablow of Eel Marsh House. The routine 

formalities he anticipates give way to a tumble of 

events and secrets more sinister and terrifying than 

any nightmare: the rocking chair in the deserted 

nursery, the eerie sound of a pony and trap, a child's 

scream in the fog, and most dreadfully--and for Kipps 

most tragically--The Woman in Black. 

Whilst written in 1983, Susan Hill follows the 

traditional gothic novel style for this chilling tale. 

The Woman in Black is both a brilliant exercise in 

atmosphere and controlled horror and a delicious 

spine-tingler--proof positive that this neglected genre, 

the ghost story, isn't dead after all. 

Francis Joseph Cassavant is eighteen. He has just 

returned home from the Second World War, 

and he has no face. He does have a gun and a 

mission: to murder his childhood hero. 

Francis lost most of his face when he fell on a 

grenade in France. He received the Silver Star 

for bravery, but was it really an act of heroism? 

Now, having survived, he is looking for a man he 

once admired and respected, a man adored by 

many people, a man who also received a Silver 

Star for bravery. A man who destroyed Francis's 

life. 

The Woman in Black – Susan Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heroes – Robert Cormier 

  



Seconds before the Earth is demolished to make way for 

a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is plucked off the planet 

by his friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised 

edition of The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy who, for 

the last fifteen years, has been posing as an out-of-work 

actor. 

Together this dynamic pair begin a journey through 

space aided by quotes from The Hitchhiker's Guide ("A 

towel is about the most massively useful thing an 

interstellar hitchhiker can have") and a galaxy-full of 

fellow travellers: Zaphod Beeblebrox—the two-headed, 

three-armed ex-hippie and totally out-to-lunch 

president of the galaxy; Trillian, Zaphod's girlfriend 

(formally Tricia McMillan), whom Arthur tried to pick up 

at a cocktail party once upon a time zone; Marvin, a 

paranoid, brilliant, and chronically depressed robot; 

Veet Voojagig, a former graduate student who is 

obsessed with the disappearance of all the ballpoint 

pens he bought over the years. 

"Suddenly, in the space of a moment, I realized what it was 

that I loved about Britain-which is to say, all of it." 

After nearly two decades spent on British soil, Bill Bryson - 

bestselling author of The Mother Tongue and Made in 

America-decided to return to the United States. ("I had 

recently read," Bryson writes, "that 3.7 million Americans 

believed that they had been abducted by aliens at one time 

or another, so it was clear that my people needed me.") But 

before departing, he set out on a grand farewell tour of the 

green and kindly island that had so long been his home. 

Veering from the ludicrous to the endearing and back again, 

Notes from a Small Island is a delightfully irreverent jaunt 

around the unparalleled floating nation that has produced 

zebra crossings, Shakespeare, Twiggie Winkie's Farm, and 

places with names like Farleigh Wallop and Titsey. The result 

is an uproarious social commentary that conveys the true 

glory of Britain, from the satiric pen of an unapologetic 

Anglophile. 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy  

– Douglas Adams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes From a Small Island – Bill Bryson 

  



While in Paris, Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon is 

awakened by a phone call in the dead of the night. The 

elderly curator of the Louvre has been murdered inside 

the museum, his body covered in baffling symbols. As 

Langdon and gifted French cryptologist Sophie Neveu 

sort through the bizarre riddles, they are stunned to 

discover a trail of clues hidden in the works of Leonardo 

da Vinci—clues visible for all to see and yet ingeniously 

disguised by the painter. 

Even more startling, the late curator was involved in the 

Priory of Sion—a secret society whose members 

included Sir Isaac Newton, Victor Hugo, and Da Vinci—

and he guarded a breathtaking historical secret. Unless 

Langdon and Neveu can decipher the labyrinthine 

puzzle—while avoiding the faceless adversary who 

shadows their every move—the explosive, ancient truth 

will be lost forever. 

This extraordinary tale written by an extraordinary man 

is set in Cumbria. The four Walker children known as 

Captain John, Mate Susan, Able-Seaman Titty and Ship’s 

Boy Roger set sail in their boat ‘Swallow’ to an island. 

And so it is that on Wild Cat Island they meet the 

Blackett sisters, Nancy and Peggy whose boat is named 

Amazon. The children join forces to wage a war against 

the Blackett sisters’ uncle Jim Turner. Normally Jim 

Turner spends time with his nieces, Nancy and Peggy, 

but recently he has locked himself away to write his 

memoires. The children get up to all sorts of tricks to 

gain his attention and finally a mock battle ensues 

between the children and Jim Turner. 

Set in the halcyon days of childhood and full of 

adventures this is a tale you won’t forget easily. 

The Da Vinci Code – Dan Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swallows and Amazons   

-Arthur Ransome 

 

    



Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries 

of the world and their capitals and every prime number 

up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no 

understanding of human emotions. He cannot stand to 

be touched. And he detests the colour yellow. 

Although gifted with a superbly logical brain, for fifteen-

year-old Christopher everyday interactions and 

admonishments have little meaning. He lives on 

patterns, rules, and a diagram kept in his pocket. Then 

one day, a neighbour's dog, Wellington, is killed and his 

carefully constructed universe is threatened. 

Christopher sets out to solve the murder in the style of 

his favourite (logical) detective, Sherlock Holmes. What 

follows makes for a novel that is funny, poignant and 

fascinating in its portrayal of a person whose curse and 

blessing are a mind that perceives the world entirely 

literally. 

Sitting quietly in his room in an old people's home, Allan 

Karlsson is waiting for a party he doesn't want to begin. 

His one-hundredth birthday party to be precise. The 

Mayor will be there. The press will be there. But, as it 

turns out, Allan will not . . . 

Escaping (in his slippers) through his bedroom window, 

into the flowerbed, Allan makes his getaway. And so 

begins his picaresque and unlikely journey involving 

criminals, several murders, a suitcase full of cash, and 

incompetent police. 

As his escapades unfold, Allan's earlier life is revealed. A 

life in which - remarkably - he played a key role behind 

the scenes in some of the momentous events of the 

twentieth century. 

An extremely funny read that I think you’ll enjoy! 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in 

 the Night-time – Mark Haddon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 100 year Old Man Who Climbed  

Out of the Window and Disappeared 

 

 – Jonas Jonasson   



Saturday is a masterful novel set within a single day in February 

2003. Henry Perowne is a contented man — a successful 

neurosurgeon, happily married to a newspaper lawyer, and 

enjoying good relations with his children. Henry wakes to the 

comfort of his large home in central London on this, his day off. He 

is as at ease here as he is in the operating room. Outside the 

hospital, the world is not so easy or predictable. There is an 

impending war against Iraq, and a general darkening and 

gathering pessimism since the New York and Washington attacks 

two years before. 

On this particular Saturday morning, Perowne's day moves 

through the ordinary to the extraordinary. After an unusual 

sighting in the early morning sky, he makes his way to his regular 

squash game with his anaesthetist, trying to avoid the hundreds of 

thousands of marchers filling the streets of London, protesting 

against the war. A minor accident in his car brings him into a 

confrontation with a small-time thug. To Perowne's professional 

eye, something appears to be profoundly wrong with this young 

man, who in turn believes the surgeon has humiliated him — with 

savage consequences that will lead Henry Perowne to deploy all 

his skills to keep his family alive. 

When she was 19 months old, Helen Keller (1880–1968) 

suffered a severe illness that left her blind and deaf. Not 

long after, she also became mute. Her tenacious 

struggle to overcome these handicaps-with the help of 

her inspired teacher, Anne Sullivan-is one of the great 

stories of human courage and dedication. In this classic 

autobiography, first published in 1903, Miss Keller 

recounts the first 22 years of her life, including the 

magical moment at the water pump when, recognizing 

the connection between the word "water" and the cold 

liquid flowing over her hand, she realized that objects 

had names. Subsequent experiences were equally 

noteworthy: her joy at eventually learning to speak, her 

friendships with Oliver Wendell Holmes, Edward Everett 

Hale and other notables, her education at Radcliffe 

(from which she graduated with distinction), and-

underlying all-her extraordinary relationship with Miss 

Sullivan, who showed a remarkable genius for 

communicating with her eager and quick-to-learn pupil. 

Saturday – Ian McEwan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Story of my Life – Helen Keller  

  



(British title for A Northern Light). 

When Mattie Gokey is given some letters to burn by a 

guest at the hotel where she is working, she has every 

intention of carrying out the wishes of the guest, Grace 

Brown. But the next morning Grace is found drowned: 

murdered in Big Moose Lake. Mattie discovers it’s no 

longer that easy to burn the letters and instead decides 

to read them. As Mattey reads the letters Grace 

Brown’s story emerges as well as the hopes and 

ambitions of Mattey herself.  

Based on a real life murder that shocked America, this 

novel is about a strong selfless heroine coming of age. 

"My name was Salmon, like the fish; first name, Susie. I was 

fourteen when I was murdered on December 6, 1973." 

So begins the story of Susie Salmon, who is adjusting to her 

new home in heaven, a place that is not at all what she 

expected, even as she is watching life on earth continue 

without her -- her friends trading rumours about her 

disappearance, her killer trying to cover his tracks, her grief-

stricken family unravelling. Out of unspeakable tragedy and 

loss, The Lovely Bones succeeds, miraculously, in building a 

tale filled with hope, humour, suspense, even joy.  

Susie’s narrative makes you want to know what happens 

next even when she’s dead. You’re willing her to give clues to 

her family so that they can find the perpetrator of this awful 

crime and put Susie to rest. 

There’s also a film of this book, but I would definitely advise 

reading the book first. As with all films it interprets the 

narrative through someone else’s eyes.  

A Gathering Light – Jennifer Donnelly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lovely Bones – Alice Sebold 

  



In America, it is soccer. But in Great Britain, it is the real 

football. No pads, no prayers, no prisoners. And that's 

before the players even take the field. 

Nick Hornby has been a football fan since the moment 

he was conceived. Call it predestiny. Or call it preschool. 

Fever Pitch is his tribute to a lifelong obsession. Part 

autobiography, part comedy, part incisive analysis of 

insanity, Hornby's award-winning memoir captures the 

fever pitch of fandom — its agony and ecstasy, its 

community, its defining role in thousands of young 

mens' coming-of-age stories. Fever Pitch is one for the 

home team. But above all, it is one for everyone who 

knows what it really means to have a losing season. 

Books are dangerous things in Collins's alternate universe, 

a place vaguely reminiscent of 19th-century England. It's a 

world in which people visit book binders to rid themselves 

of painful or treacherous memories. Once their stories 

have been told and are bound between the pages of a 

book, the slate is wiped clean and their memories lose the 

power to hurt or haunt them. After having suffered some 

sort of mental collapse and no longer able to keep up with 

his farm chores, Emmett Farmer is sent to the workshop of 

one such binder to live and work as her apprentice. Leaving 

behind home and family, Emmett slowly regains his health 

while learning the binding trade. He is forbidden to enter 

the locked room where books are stored, so he spends 

many months marbling end pages, tooling leather book 

covers, and gilding edges. But his curiosity is piqued by the 

people who come and go from the inner sanctum, and the 

arrival of the lordly Lucian Darnay, with whom he senses a 

connection, changes everything. 

Fever Pitch – Nick Hornby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Binding – Bridget Collins  

  



Set in rural England in the early 19th century, Mr Bennet 

of Longbourn estate has 5 daughters. But Longbourn 

estate must pass to a male heir and so his daughters 

must marry well to secure a future for the family once 

Mr Bennet dies. However, the novel still revolves 

around the importance of marrying for love despite the 

pressure to marry for wealth in order that the family 

doesn’t become destitute upon the death of the girls’ 

father.  

After Mr Bennet visits Mr Bingley, a rich bachelor who 

has recently arrived in the neighbourhood, the family 

are invited to a ball. Here the Bennets are introduced to 

the Netherfield family and Mr Darcy, Mr Bingley’s 

dearest friend. Whilst Mr Bingley appears to be 

attracted to the eldest of the Bennet Sisters Jane, the 

wealthy Mr Darcy appears haughty and aloof. Elizabeth 

is at first amused by the pompous Mr Darcy, but soon 

Mr Darcy develops an attraction for Elizabeth, whilst 

she refuses his advances. 

Emma Woodhouse is beautiful, spoilt, vain and 

irrepressibly witty. She lives with her father who is a 

hypochondriac and lives in constant fear for the health 

and safety of his loved ones. Emma’s friend and only 

critic is George Knightley, her neighbour. Emma has just 

attended the wedding of friend and former governess 

Miss Taylor. Emma introduced Miss Taylor to her now 

husband Mr Weston and so it’s with this in mind that 

Emma decides she will match-make some more, but this 

is to be with disastrous consequences and Mr. Knightley 

warns her against this new pursuit. Emma persuades 

her new friend Harriet Smith that she must refuse the 

proposal of Mr Martin, a perfectly eligible farmer, and 

garner the interest of Mr Elton the local vicar. But Mr 

Elton is a social climber and instead proposes to Emma. 

Emma bases her matchmaking in terms of financial 

settlements and social standing, and doesn’t appear to 

recognise love and affection until it might be taken from 

her. 

Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emma – Jane Austen 

  



Jane Austen's first novel—published posthumously in 

1818—tells the story of Catherine Morland and her 

dangerously sweet nature, innocence, and sometimes 

self-delusion. Though Austen's fallible heroine is 

repeatedly drawn into scrapes while vacationing at Bath 

and during her subsequent visit to Northanger Abbey, 

Catherine eventually triumphs, blossoming into a 

discerning woman who learns truths about love, life, 

and the heady power of literature. The satirical novel 

pokes fun at the gothic novel while earnestly 

emphasizing caution to the female sex. 

At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on 

an uncharted island, stranding a group of schoolboys. At 

first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is 

something to celebrate; this far from civilization the 

boys can do anything they want. Anything. They 

attempt to forge their own society, failing, however, in 

the face of terror, sin and evil. And as order collapses, 

as strange howls echo in the night, as terror begins its 

reign, the hope of adventure seems as far from reality 

as the hope of being rescued. Labelled a parable, an 

allegory, a myth, a morality tale, a parody, a political 

treatise, even a vision of the apocalypse, Lord of the 

Flies is perhaps our most memorable novel about “the 

end of innocence, the darkness of man’s heart.” 

Northanger Abbey – Jane Austen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord of the Flies – William Golding 

  



England in the 1520s is a heartbeat from disaster. If the 

king dies without a male heir, the country could be 

destroyed by civil war. Henry VIII wants to annul his 

marriage of twenty years and marry Anne Boleyn. The 

pope and most of Europe opposes him. Into this 

impasse steps Thomas Cromwell: a wholly original man, 

a charmer and a bully, both idealist and opportunist, 

astute in reading people, and implacable in his 

ambition. But Henry is volatile: one day tender, one day 

murderous. Cromwell helps him break the opposition, 

but what will be the price of his triumph? 

This short novel is the tale of a battle between an 

ageing fisherman, Santiago, and a marlin. Santiago is 

considered an unlucky fisherman after having gone 

84 days without catching a fish. His young 

apprentice, Manolin, is instructed to leave him by his 

parents and told to fish with successful fishermen. 

But Manolin visits the old fisherman’s shack every 

night, hauling his fishing gear and preparing food.  

Santiago tells Manolin he’s going to break his 

unlucky streak by fishing in the Gulf Stream. So on 

the eighty-fifth day of his unlucky streak Santiago 

sails into the Gulf Stream where he meets his 

adversary the marlin. 

 

Wolf Hall – Hilary Mantel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Old Man and the Sea  

– Ernest Hemingway   



The unforgettable novel of a childhood in a sleepy 

Southern town and the crisis of conscience that rocked 

it, To Kill A Mockingbird became both an instant 

bestseller and a critical success when it was first 

published in 1960. It went on to win the Pulitzer Prize in 

1961 and was later made into an Academy Award-

winning film, also a classic. 

Compassionate, dramatic, and deeply moving, To Kill A 

Mockingbird takes readers to the roots of human 

behaviour - to innocence and experience, kindness and 

cruelty, love and hatred, humour and pathos. Now with 

over 18 million copies in print and translated into forty 

languages, this regional story by a young Alabama 

woman claims universal appeal. Harper Lee always 

considered her book to be a simple love story. Today it 

is regarded as a masterpiece of American literature. 

Emily Bronte's novel of impossible desires, violence and 

transgression is a masterpiece of intense, unsettling 

power. It begins in a snowstorm, when Lockwood, the 

new tenant of Thrushcross Grange on the bleak 

Yorkshire moors, is forced to seek shelter at Wuthering 

Heights. There he discovers the history of the 

tempestuous events that took place years before: the 

intense passion between the foundling Heathcliff and 

Catherine Earnshaw, her betrayal of him and the bitter 

vengeance he now wreaks on the innocent heirs of the 

past. 

To Kill a Mockingbird – Harper Lee  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wuthering Heights – Emily Bronte 

  



It is nothing to die; it is dreadful not to live. 

An epic portrait of crime, punishment, exile, justice, 

redemption, love, despair and high idealism, Les Misérables is 

justifiably regarded as one of the greatest novels of all time. At 

its heart are the reverberations rippling from the life of one 

man: Jean Valjean. 

Imprisoned in the Bagne of Toulon for 19 years for the original 

crime of stealing a loaf of bread, Valjean emerges embittered; 

fuelled by rage at a broken system of justice. When the course 

of his life is changed by a single, unexpected act of faith and 

generosity he begins a life of escape and reparation. Yet as he 

attempts to forge a place in society Valjean is forever dogged 

by the pursuit of tenacious policeman Javert, who sees in the 

law only an immoveable and undeniable force to be obeyed at 

all costs. 

Into their orbit are drawn a host of vivid and unforgettable 

characters; from the tragic victim Fantine and her daughter 

Cosette to the grasping and ruthless Thénardiers and Marius, a 

man driven by his father’s Napoleonic past into a battle of his 

own. 

A collection of six Odes written by the poet John Keats. ”Ode 

on a Grecian Urn”, “Ode on indolence”, “Ode on 

Melancholy”, “Ode to a Nightingale”, “Ode to Psyche” and 

“To Autumn”. 

For a bit of background why not try reading this from 

Britannica.com 

 

Les Miserables – Victor Hugo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Odes – John K eats  

https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Keats/The-year-1819


Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award. 

Alice Walker's iconic modern classic is now a Penguin Book. 

A powerful cultural touchstone of modern American 

literature, The Color Purple depicts the lives of African 

American women in early twentieth-century rural Georgia. 

Separated as girls, sisters Celie and Nettie sustain their 

loyalty to and hope in each other across time, distance and 

silence. Through a series of letters spanning twenty years, 

first from Celie to God, then the sisters to each other despite 

the unknown, the novel draws readers into its rich and 

memorable portrayals of Celie, Nettie, Shug Avery and Sofia 

and their experience. The Color Purple broke the silence 

around domestic and sexual abuse, narrating the lives of 

women through their pain and struggle, companionship and 

growth, resilience and bravery. Deeply compassionate and 

beautifully imagined, Alice Walker's epic carries readers on a 

spirit-affirming journey towards redemption and love. 

Lyrical Ballads, two collections of poems by William 

Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge are generally 

considered to have marked the beginning of the English 

Romantic movement in literature. The immediate effect 

on critics was modest, but they became and remain a 

landmark, changing the course of English literature and 

poetry. 

You can also read this collection here. 

 

The Color Purple – Alice Walker (USA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lyrical Ballads – William Wordsworth 

 & Samuel Taylor Coleridge 



Orphaned as a child, Jane is reluctantly adopted by her 

heartless aunt. Jane suffers physical abuse and neglect 

at the hands of her aunt and terrible bullying from her 

cousin. Jane later attends a charity school where she 

suffers again from loneliness and cruelty. Her courage is 

tested once again when she arrives at Thornfield Hall, 

where she has been hired as a governess by the 

brooding, proud Edward Rochester to care for his ward 

Adèle. Jane finds herself drawn to his troubled yet kind 

spirit. She falls in love. Hard. 

But there is a terrifying secret inside the gloomy, 

forbidding Thornfield Hall. Is Rochester hiding from 

Jane? Will Jane be left heartbroken and exiled once 

again? 

Set in the 19h Century “MiddleMarch” is a fictitious 

town and the novel follows the intersecting lives of the 

numerous inhabitants. The main characters are 

Dorothea Brooke a wealthy, intelligent young woman 

and Tertius Lydate a gifted young doctor who is 

idealistic yet naïve. Dorothea chooses to marry the 

scholar Edward Casaubon, but Dorothea’s ambition of 

being involved in her husband’s work is not realised as 

he wants her to be his secretary. When Dorothea 

develops a friendship with Casaubon’s cousin Will 

Ladislaw, Casaubon becomes jealous. 

Lydates’s story is also unfolding as he marries the 

socially climbing Rosamond Vincy. Lydate thinks his wife 

will be “polished refined and docile” but Rosamond has 

an expensive lifestyle and brings her husband to the 

brink of financial ruin. When questions arise about 

Lydate’s involvement in a gentleman’s death Dorothea 

believes in Lydate’s innocence and Lydate sees the 

compassion and kindness in Dorothea. 

Jane Eyre – Charlotte Bronte 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middlemarch – George Elliot  



Bleak House opens in the twilight of foggy London, 

where fog grips the city most densely in the Court of 

Chancery. The obscure case of Jarndyce and Jarndyce, in 

which an inheritance is gradually devoured by legal 

costs, the romance of Esther Summerson and the 

secrets of her origin, the sleuthing of Detective 

Inspector Bucket and the fate of Jo the crossing-

sweeper, these are some of the lives Dickens invokes to 

portray London society, rich and poor, as no other 

novelist has done. Bleak House, in its atmosphere, 

symbolism and magnificent bleak comedy, is often 

regarded as the best of Dickens. A 'great Victorian 

novel', it is so inventive in its competing plots and styles 

that it eludes interpretation. 

Brave New World is a dystopian novel by English author 

Aldous Huxley, written in 1931 and published in 1932. 

Largely set in a futuristic World State, inhabited by 

genetically modified citizens and an intelligence-based 

social hierarchy, the novel anticipates huge scientific 

advancements in reproductive technology, sleep-

learning, psychological manipulation and classical 

conditioning that are combined to make a dystopian 

society which is challenged by only a single individual: 

the story's protagonist. As the rest of the anesthetized 

society succumb to an authoritarian state, whose ruling 

robs its people of humanity, freedom and will. 

 

Bleak House – Charles Dickens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brave New World – Aldous Huxley 

  



THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER 

Tom sawyer lives with his aunt Polly and half-brother 

Sid by the Mississippi River. Tom’s punishment for 

dirtying his clothes in a fight is to whitewash the fence. 

But the wiley Tom persuades his friends to trade him 

small treasures for the privilege of doing his work. 

Set in a more innocent time and seen through the eyes 

of the loveable rogue Tom Sawyer, this story is of a 

summertime full of adventures, pranks and punishment, 

villains and first love.  

ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN 

He has no mother, his father is a brutal drunkard, and 

he sleeps in a barrel. He’s Huck Finn—liar, sometime 

thief, and rebel against respectability. But when Huck 

meets a runaway slave named Jim, his life changes 

forever. On their exciting flight down the Mississippi 

aboard a raft, the boy nobody wanted matures into a 

young man of courage and conviction. As Ernest 

Hemingway said of this glorious novel, “All modern 

American literature comes from one book by Mark 

Twain called Huckleberry Finn.” 

'In one moment, every drop of blood in my body was 

brought to a stop... There, as if it had that moment 

sprung out of the earth, stood the figure of a solitary 

Woman, dressed from head to foot in white' 

The Woman in White famously opens with Walter 

Hartright's eerie encounter on a moonlit London road. 

Engaged as a drawing master to the beautiful Laura 

Fairlie, Walter becomes embroiled in the sinister 

intrigues of Sir Percival Glyde and his 'charming' friend 

Count Fosco, who has a taste for white mice, vanilla 

bonbons, and poison. Pursuing questions of identity and 

insanity along the paths and corridors of English country 

houses and the madhouse, The Woman in White is the 

first and most influential of the Victorian genre that 

combined Gothic horror with psychological realism. 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and The  

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

– Mark Twain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Woman in White - Wilkie Collins 

  



Set in 1922 Nick Carraway, a Yale graduate, has just 

moved to Long Island in America to learn his trade in 

Bonds. Nick is fascinated by his neighbour the 

millionaire Jay Gatsby and eventually gets an invitation 

to one of Gatsby’s extravagant parties. Gatsby reveals 

that he is in love with Daisy Buchanan, Nick’s cousin, 

and persuades Nick to arrange a lunch with Daisy. Daisy 

and Gatsby rekindle a love affair, but Daisy is already 

married and her husband soon discovers the affair. 

A brilliant portrait of the roaring twenties it deals with 

issues of its time, such as class and idealism. 

The Great Gatsby is one of the great classics of 

twentieth-century literature. 

The hero-narrator of The Catcher in the Rye is a child of 

sixteen, a native New Yorker named Holden Caulfield. 

Holden is expelled from his prep school in Pennsylvania 

because he has failed most of his classes. He leaves 

Pencey a little earlier than intended due to an argument 

with his roommate, but hasn’t informed his parents of 

his expulsion from school and so doesn’t want to go 

home. So he spends some time in New York, where he 

meets an old girlfriend and friend, but their encounters 

end unsatisfactorily owing to Holden’s immaturity.  

This is a coming of age story, Holden feels like he is 

losing his own innocence of childhood, his only real 

connection is with his younger sister Phoebe. 

 

The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Catcher in the Rye – J.D. Salinger 

  



Abandoned by their parents, Maya and her older 

brother Bailey are sent to live with their grandmother 

and uncle in a small Southern town in Arkansas, where 

they must endure the prejudice of their white 

neighbours. When their father unexpectedly returns to 

take them away, the children are then left with their 

mother in St Louis, Missouri. At eight years old, Maya is 

abused by her mother's boyfriend, an experience that 

haunts her for a lifetime. She remains reclusive until she 

meets Mrs Bertha Flowers, who encourages her love of 

books and helps her to regain her own strong spirit. 

Maya Angelou’s debut memoir is a modern American 

classic, beloved worldwide. I Know Why the Caged Bird 

Sings recounts a youth filled with curiosity, wonder, 

disappointment, frustration, tragedy, and hard-won 

independence. 

 

The Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression, a book 

that galvanized—and sometimes outraged—millions of readers. 

Set in the 1930’s Great Depression, the worldwide severe 

economic depression which started in America, it tells the story of 

the Joad family of Oklahoma and the Dust Bowl migration. The 

Dust Bowl was a period of dust storms in the 1930’s when severe 

drought and lack of understanding of dryland farming, meant that 

families were unable to grow crops and couldn’t pay their 

mortgages. Forced from their homestead the Joads travel west 

along Route 66 to the promised land of California. But their 

journey is full of hardship and loss and when they arrive in 

California jobs are scarce and survival is a struggle. 

A story of conflict between the powerful and the powerless, of 

one man’s fierce reaction to injustice, and of one woman’s stoical 

strength.  

Interspersed with prose that explain the world events of the 

period 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings  

– Dr Maya Angelou 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grapes of Wrath – John Steinbeck  



Heart of Darkness, a novella by Joseph Conrad, was 

originally a three-part series in Blackwood's Magazine in 

1899. It is a story within a story, following a character 

named Charlie Marlow.  

Charles is the narrator of the story and he tells his story 

aboard a boat anchored on the River Thames, thus 

setting the scene. The story he tells is of his obsession 

with the ivory trader Kurtz and his perilous journey up 

the Congo to relieve Kurtz of his duties, who is ill both 

physically and mentally. On his journey he witnesses the 

brutality in the company’s stations and how the native 

inhabitants are forced into labour by the company, 

suffering overwork and ill treatment at the hands of the 

company’s agents. 

The story is centred around the ivory trade, corruptive 

European colonialism and the darkness and brutality 

with which the native inhabitants of the Congo were 

treated. 

 

Jeanette is aged 7 and living with her adoptive parents in 

England. Her father doesn’t feature too much in her life, but 

her mother home schools her, mostly about the teachings of 

the Bible being a devout Christian herself. Jeanette’s mother 

has an ambition for her daughter to become a missionary. 

But at the age of 7 Jeanette’s mother is ordered to send 

Jeanette to school. Jeanette doesn’t fit in at school because 

of her strong Christian beliefs, but even when she decides to 

try and fit in she remains an outcast. 

As Jeanette matures she begins to question the teachings of 

the church and also her sexuality. But as the church 

continues to try and manipulate Jeanette’s life to match their 

own beliefs they push Jeanette to choose a different life. 

This novel is about challenging black and white views of life, 

to include the many shades of grey that really exist in life. 

 

 

Heart of Darkness – Joseph Conrad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit 

 – Jeanette Winterson  



George Eliot's tale of a solitary miser gradually 

redeemed by the joy of fatherhood. 

Wrongly accused of theft and exiled from a religious 

community many years before, the embittered weaver 

Silas Marner lives alone in Raveloe, living only for work 

and his precious hoard of money. But when his money 

is stolen and an orphaned child finds her way into his 

house, Silas is given the chance to transform his life. His 

fate, and that of Eppie, the little girl he adopts, is 

entwined with Godfrey Cass, son of the village Squire, 

who, like Silas, is trapped by his past. Silas Marner, 

George Eliot's favourite of her novels, combines 

humour, rich symbolism and pointed social criticism to 

create an unsentimental but affectionate portrait of 

rural life. 

No one’s ever told Eleanor that life should be better than fine 

Meet Eleanor Oliphant: she struggles with appropriate social skills 

and tends to say exactly what she’s thinking. Nothing is missing in 

her carefully timetabled life of avoiding unnecessary human 

contact, where weekends are punctuated by frozen pizza, vodka, 

and phone chats with Mummy. 

But everything changes when Eleanor meets Raymond, the 

bumbling and deeply unhygienic IT guy from her office. When she 

and Raymond together save Sammy, an elderly gentleman who 

has fallen, the three rescue one another from the lives of isolation 

that they had been living. Ultimately, it is Raymond’s big heart 

that will help Eleanor find the way to repair her own profoundly 

damaged one. If she does, she'll learn that she, too, is capable of 

finding friendship—and even love—after all. 

Smart, warm, uplifting, Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine is the 

story of an out-of-the-ordinary heroine whose deadpan weirdness 

and unconscious wit make for an irresistible journey as she 

realizes the only way to survive is to open your heart. 

This book stayed with me for a long time Eleanor is a beautiful 

character. 

Silas Marner – George Eliot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine  

– Gail Honeyman 

  



Set in the city of Kabul, Afghanistan this is the tale of 

two boys from completely different backgrounds. Amir 

the son of a wealthy merchant and Hassan the son of 

Amir’s father’s servant Ali. Baba, as Amir affectionately 

calls his father loves both boys and treats Hassan like a 

son too. This annoys Amir, who is constantly looking for 

his father’s affection. Baba often considers his son 

lacking in courage, a suspicion which will become all too 

apparent when Amir fails to defend his friend Hassan 

when he’s brutally attacked and raped by Assef an older 

boy seeking revenge for an earlier incident.  

This is one of the most moving books you will ever read. 

Unbelievably it’s Khaled Hosseini’s first novel and a tale 

of love and redemption simply like no other. 

Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may 

leave the home of the Commander and his wife once a 

day to walk to food markets whose signs are now 

pictures instead of words because women are no longer 

allowed to read. She must lie on her back once a month 

and pray that the Commander makes her pregnant, 

because in an age of declining births, Offred and the 

other Handmaids are valued only if their ovaries are 

viable. Offred can remember the years before, when 

she lived and made love with her husband, Luke; when 

she played with and protected her daughter; when she 

had a job, money of her own, and access to knowledge. 

But all of that is gone now . . . 

Funny, unexpected, horrifying, and altogether 

convincing, The Handmaid's Tale is at once scathing 

satire, dire warning, and tour de force. 

The Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Handmaid’s Tale – Margaret Atwood 

  



It's 1843, and Grace Marks has been convicted for her 

involvement in the vicious murders of her employer and 

his housekeeper and mistress. Some believe Grace is 

innocent; others think her evil or insane. Now serving a 

life sentence, Grace claims to have no memory of the 

murders. 

An up-and-coming expert in the burgeoning field of 

mental illness is engaged by a group of reformers and 

spiritualists who seek a pardon for Grace. He listens to 

her story while bringing her closer and closer to the day 

she cannot remember. What will he find in attempting 

to unlock her memories? 

Captivating and disturbing, Alias Grace showcases best-

selling, Booker Prize-winning author Margaret Atwood 

at the peak of her powers. 

Cat's Eye is the story of Elaine Risley, a controversial 

painter who returns to Toronto, the city of her youth, 

for a retrospective of her art. Engulfed by vivid images 

of the past, she reminisces about a trio of girls who 

initiated her into the fierce politics of childhood and its 

secret world of friendship, longing, and betrayal. Elaine 

must come to terms with her own identity as a 

daughter, a lover, artist, and woman—but above all she 

must seek release from her haunting memories. 

Disturbing, hilarious, and compassionate, Cat's Eye is a 

breath-taking novel of a woman grappling with the 

tangled knots of her life. 

Alias grace – Margaret Atwood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cat’s Eye  – Margaret Atwood



Audrey Niffenegger’s innovative debut, The Time 

Traveler’s Wife, is the story of Clare, a beautiful art 

student, and Henry, an adventuresome librarian, who 

have known each other since Clare was six and Henry 

was thirty-six, and were married when Clare was 

twenty-three and Henry thirty-one. Impossible but true, 

because Henry is one of the first people diagnosed with 

Chrono-Displacement Disorder: periodically his genetic 

clock resets and he finds himself misplaced in time, 

pulled to moments of emotional gravity in his life, past 

and future. His disappearances are spontaneous, his 

experiences unpredictable, alternately harrowing and 

amusing. 

The Time Traveller’s Wife depicts the effects of time 

travel on Henry and Clare’s marriage and their 

passionate love for each other as the story unfolds from 

both points of view. Clare and Henry attempt to live 

normal lives, pursuing familiar goals—steady jobs, good 

friends, children of their own. All of this is threatened 

by something they can neither prevent nor control, 

making their story intensely moving and entirely 

unforgettable. 

The novel is set during World War II, from 1942 to 1944. 

It mainly follows the life of Captain John Yossarian, a 

U.S. Army Air Forces B-25 bombardier. Most of the 

events in the book occur while the fictional 256th 

Squadron is based on the island of Pianosa, in the 

Mediterranean Sea, west of Italy. The novel looks into 

the experiences of Yossarian and the other airmen in 

the camp, who attempt to maintain their sanity while 

fulfilling their service requirements so that they may 

return home. 

The Timetraveler’s Wife  

– Audrey Niffenegger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catch-22 – Joseph Heller 

  



This modern classic is the story of intransigent young 

architect Howard Roark, whose integrity was as 

unyielding as granite...of Dominique Francon, the 

exquisitely beautiful woman who loved Roark 

passionately, but married his worst enemy...and of the 

fanatic denunciation unleashed by an enraged society 

against a great creator. As fresh today as it was then, 

Rand’s provocative novel presents one of the most 

challenging ideas in all of fiction—that man’s ego is the 

fountainhead of human progress... 

The revolutionary literary vision that sowed the seeds of 

Objectivism, Ayn Rand's ground-breaking philosophy, 

and brought her immediate worldwide acclaim. 

 

The Fountainhead – Ayn Rand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


