
 

Year  Autumn Spring Summer 

7 
Topic Area - Content 

o WHAT IS GEOGRAPHY 
o RIVERS AND COASTS 

 

Topic Area - Content 
o MAP SKILLS 

 

Topic Area - Content 
o POPULATION AND SETTLEMENT 
o COUNTRY ENQUIRY 

 
Assessment Mid-unit:  Drawing & Interpreting graphs 

End of Unit:  Information sheet on local area 
Mid-unit:  Design an Island 
End of Unit:  Recall assessment. 

Mid-unit:  Choosing an early settlement site 
Extended writing. 
End of Unit:  Recall assessment. 

Rationale/links This topic is an introduction to Geography. It 
will introduce the idea of the different types 
of Geography and how Geography is all 
around us. It will enable to students to 
develop an understanding that Geography is 
related to everything we do. This will then 
lead on to an introduction of some of the 
skills that Geographers need and build on 
throughout their studies. 

 
This topic introduces the physical landscapes 
of rivers and coasts and explores their 
formation and management. Students will 
develop an understanding of the erosional 
and weathering processes that form these 
features which is a topic which is further 
developed at GCSE. A variety of case studies 
will be introduced including both local, 
national and global. 
 
 

This unit is an introduction to the map based 
skills that students will use throughout their 
Geography studies. It introduces basic skills 
such as points of a compass, grid references, 
measuring distances ad scales, describing 
routes, map symbols and how height is shown 
on a map. These skills will then be brought 
together to allow students to interpret and 
use accurately OS maps and other 
cartographical resources. 

This topic introduces the world population, 
how it has changed over time and the 
causes/reasons for this change. It allows 
students opportunities to compare countries 
and their populations. Students will then have 
an opportunity to explore the reasons for 
early settlement location and how 
settlements can and do change over time and 
the issues that this can cause.   



 

8 
Topic Area - Content 

o ENERGY & THE ENVIRONMENT INC 
TOURISM & NATIONAL PARKS 

o ITALY 
 

Topic Area - Content 
o URBANISATION & DEVELOPMENT INC 

CHINA 
 

Topic Area - Content 
o ANTARCTICA 
o WEATHER & CLIMATE ENQUIRY 

 

Assessment Mid-unit:  Extended writing on Chernobyl 
Disaster 
End of Unit:  Recall assessment  

Mid-unit:  Sustainable development extended 
writing 
End of Unit:  Recall assessment 

Mid-unit:     Extended writing on Antarctica as 
a tourist attraction 
End of Unit:  Extended writing on developing 
Antarctica  

Rationale/links This topic introduces the differences between 
renewable and non-renewable energy. It 
explores the benefits and disadvantages of 
each and the effects they will/may have on 
the environment. The concept of national 
Parks is also developed with students given 
the opportunity to look at how our NP’s are 
developed and how conflict may arise in our 
NP’s. 
This topic is country based. It will allow 
students to develop a sense of awareness 
about Europe and specifically Italy. Through 
the study of Italy it will introduce the concept 
of population distribution and tourism. It will 
also link to the ‘What is Geography’ unit with 
a more detailed study of Italy’s physical and 
human features. It will allow a more in depth 
study of land use and settlement location and 
the reasons associated with this. It will enable 
some of the ‘Geographical skills’ that are 

This topic introduces the different levels of 
development that are experienced by 
different countries/areas around the world. 
Students will look at how development is 
measured and how reliable this is.  
Students will gain an understanding of some 
of the issues that face people living in the 
Lower Income Countries (LIC’s)  
 
Students will then continue to look at 
megacities, their location, growth and 
associated issues. 

This topic introduces Antarctica as a fragile 
environment. Students will discover what 
makes Antarctica a fragile environment and 
how we continue to ensure that it remains 
our last unspoilt wilderness. 
Students will discover what uses Antarctica 
has for us globally and how and why we might 
need to use Antarctica in the future. 
 
This topic starts by introducing the difference 
between weather and climate. Students will 
have the opportunity to explore the weather 
that we have here in Britain and develop an 
understanding of how this weather is caused. 
Extreme weather phenomena will allow 
students the opportunity to gain an 
understanding of affects weather ca have on 
other areas. 



 
required for GCSE to be introduced at an early 
stage. 

9 
Topic Area - Content 

o RESTLESS EARTH & NATURAL 
HAZARDS 

 

Topic Area - Content 
o CLIMATE & ECOSYSTEMS 

 

Topic Area - Content 
o GCSE PHYSICAL LANDSCAOES OF THE 

UK 
 

Assessment Mid-unit:  Volcano case study extended 
writing. 
End of Unit:  Recall assessment. 

Mid-unit:    Desert expedition extended 
writing. 
End of Unit:   Recall assessment. 

Mid-unit:   GCSE skills 
End of Unit:   GCSE recall assessment 

Rationale/links This unit is intended to ask questions 
surrounding how medicine and technology 
could change our future and the morality of 
treatments such as gene technology.  It 
identifies issues that technology could raise 
for religion.  It leads the way into the next 
unit of Yr9 which focuses on moral conflicts. 

This unit builds on the previous unit and 
focuses more on worldly, moral conflict.  
These topics require a more mature approach 
so are placed in Yr9.  Some of the issues 
studied feature in the GCSE syllabus. 

The Philosophy unit uses the tools of logic and 
reason to analyse the ways in which humans 
experience the world. It encourages critical 
thinking, close reading, clear writing, and 
logical analysis.  It is studied to encourage 
students to understand the language we use 
to describe the world, and our place within it.  
Some of the issues studied feature in the 
GCSE syllabus. 

10 
Topic Area - Content 

o PHYSICAL LANDSCAPES OF THE UK 
 

Topic Area - Content 
o URBAN ISSUES AND CHALLENGES 

 

Topic Area - Content 
o RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
o FIELDWORK 

 
Assessment Individual GCSE style questions 

 GCSE recall assessment 
Individual GCSE style questions 
 GCSE recall assessment  

Individual GCSE style questions 
 GCSE recall assessment  

Rationale/links Links throughout Years 7-9.  
This unit involves the study of 2 different 
landscapes, rivers and coasts, the processes 
of erosion and deposition, and the landforms 
which result. Human intervention and 
management of the landscapes are also 
considered.  

Links throughout Years 7-9 
This unit is concerned with human processes, 
systems and outcomes and how these 
change both spatially and temporally. They 
are studied in a variety of places and at a 
range of scales and include places in various 
states of development, such as higher 

Links throughout Years 7-9.   
This unit studies the increasing 
global demand for resources, highlighting 
stark inequalities and issues of resource 
provision in the UK. Resource security in 
relation to water , -reasons for insecurity, 



 
AQA GCSE specification 
 

income countries (HICs), lower income 
countries (LICs) and newly emerging 
economies (NEEs). 

 
The aims of this unit are to develop an 
understanding of the factors that produce 
a diverse variety of human environments; 
the dynamic nature of these environments 
that change over time and place; the need 
for sustainable management; and the areas 
of current and future challenge and 
opportunity for these environments. 
It involves the study of global trends and 
patterns, the impacts of rapid urbanisation 
and the resulting opportunities and 
challenges in two contrasting cities. Includes 
sustainable methods of managing urban 
living. Detailed study of a UK city and one in a 
LIC/NEE. 
 
AQA GCSE specification 

impacts, strategies to increase supply 
including sustainable solutions. 
 
AQA GCSE specification 
 

11 
Topic Area - Content 

o THE LIVING WORLD 
 

Topic Area - Content 
o CHALLENGE OF NATURAL HAZARDS 

 

Topic Area - Content 
o CHANGING ECONOMIC WORLD 
o ISSUE EVALUATION 

 
Assessment Individual GCSE style questions 

 GCSE recall assessment  
Individual GCSE style questions 
 GCSE recall assessment  

Individual GCSE style questions 
 GCSE recall assessment  

Rationale/links Links throughout Years 7-9  
This unit focuses on the characteristics of 

Links throughout Years 7-9.  
This unit involves the study of tectonic 
hazards, weather hazards and climate 
change. Climate change focuses on causes 

Links throughout with Years 7-9 
This unit looks at the complexities of 



 

 

ecosystems at different scales and threats to 
biodiversity. There is compulsory study of a 
local ecosystem and tropical rainforests, then 
a choice between hot deserts and cold 
environments. 
 
AQA GCSE specification 
 

and management (mitigation and 
adaptation). 
 
AQA GCSE specification 
 

measuring development and ways of reducing 
the development gap. Issues of trading 
relationships, international aid and the role of 
TNCs are explored. Detailed study of one 
named LIC or NEE and a contrasting study of 
economic futures in the UK and the place of 
the UK in the wider world. 
 
AQA GCSE specification 
 


