
 

History Curriculum Plan 
Year  Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

7 
Topic Area - Content 

o British Migration 500 BC – AD 1066 
(Celts; Romans; Saxons; Vikings – 
overview of settlement in Britain) 

 

Topic Area - Content 
o Medieval Britain c.1066 – c.1381  

 

Topic Area - Content 
o Kings of England 1066-1485.  

Assessment Baseline Test:  Baseline test at the start of Y7 
– chronology and source enquiry skills. 
End of Unit:  Interpretations assessment – the 
significance of each group of settlers’ impact.  

Mid-unit: Why did William win the Battle of 
Hastings? (Extended writing – GCSE style 
three paragraph answer).  
End of Unit: Black Death Story.  

Mid-unit: Why did Edward I invade Wales? 
(Cause; consequence and significance – 
writing a GCSE style narrative account.) 
End of Unit: Who killed the princes in the 
tower? Source Assessment (making 
inferences from, and evaluating sources.) 

Rationale/links This unit offers students the chance to study 
early British History. Whilst this unit focusses 
primarily on migration and settlement in this 
period, the content will feed into the other 
units in Year 7, where the impact of migration 
to Britain will be reinforced.  
 
After looking at the migration of different 
groups over time, students will be required to 
put this in a wider context at the end of the 
unit and apply their knowledge to evaluate 
which group had the greatest impact in 
creating a ‘British’ nation. This assessment 
will be the first piece of extended and 
balanced writing the pupils will produce in 

This unit of work gives students an 
introduction to a period of British history that 
will be studied in more depth at GCSE. The 
unit starts with study of kingship and 
government, fitting in well with the SMSC 
focus of the impact of government and the 
rule of law. Students will then look at the 
Battle of Hastings – what happened, how well 
prepared each side was before completing a 
piece of extended writing looking at why 
William won.  
 
Students will have the opportunity to study a 
source unique in history – the Bayeux 
Tapestry, before looking at the control the 
Normans had in Britain and how they kept 

This unit is designed to introduce students to 
the key skills that they will be assessed on 
throughout Key Stage 3 and GCSE History. 
Each lesson focusses on a discrete skill. There 
is an emphasis on knowledge recall in the 
assessed work throughout the unit so 
students will need to spend homework time 
learning the content in different ways. This 
will introduce them to the need for this in 
Year 7, which becomes increasingly important 
throughout school and particularly at GCSE.  
 
Each lesson also links to one of the “Effective 
Learning Strategies”, the school-wide 
initiative to encourage more effective 
learning so the unit also introduces some of 



 
Year 7, using modern interpretations to 
support their judgements.  

this control using castles and the feudal 
system. Another GCSE topic, the Black Death, 
will also be introduced with the opportunity 
for students to produce a piece of creative 
historical fiction, based on this outbreak of 
plague.  

these strategies to the students in Year 7. The 
vocabulary of the skills and resources has 
changed slightly to reflect changes in 
language from the GCSE exam board. For 
example, “primary sources” will now be called 
“sources” and “secondary sources” will be 
called “interpretations”. Both sets of terms 
can be introduced (e.g. “You might hear these 
type of sources called secondary sources and 
we are going to call them interpretations…”) 
so that students are not disadvantaged by 
being unfamiliar with key terms if they study 
History at a higher level.  

Year  Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

7 
Topic Area - Content 

o The Roman Empire and Government 
Topic Area - Content 

o Medieval Britain c.1066 – c.1381 
continued…  

 

Topic Area - Content 
o Introduction to the Renaissance 1500-

1700.  

Assessment Mid Unit: Julius Caesar Source Assessment. 
(Using and evaluating sources) 
End of Unit: Claudius Interpretations 
Assessment.  

As above.    End of Year Exam: Knowledge recall (20 
questions) and three extended answers.  
 

Rationale/links This scheme of work gives pupils the 
opportunity to study how the Roman Empire 
developed, and begin to look at what impact 
this had in Britain. There is a clear focus on 
source work in this unit, offering pupils the 
chance to look at and use contemporary 
sources as much as possible. Pupils will also 
revisit the skill of identifying interpretations 

As above.    This unit is a breadth unit designed to prepare 
students for the study of the breadth unit at 
GCSE (Medicine in Britain 1250-Present). 
Although, at around 200 years, the scope is 
narrower this is a crucial period to understand 
in the Medicine unit. A period of invention, 
exploration, and a spirit of enquiry. Whilst the 
period sees few developments in terms of 



 
by looking at contemporary views of the 
Emperor Claudius.  
 
They will complete an engaging decision-
making game on Hannibal and the Punic Wars 
to see if any of them survive with their 
soldiers and elephants intact! Pupils will look 
at Roman life and some developments in the 
Roman period.  

living conditions and life expectancy for most 
of the population, it is a time of scientific 
developments in understanding. Students will 
be able to assess the impact of key 
Renaissance people as well as inventions such 
as the printing press and the compass.  
 
Some of the themes studied in this unit will 
be referred to in the first units of Year 8 
(Tudors and Stuarts & The English Civil War – 
same time period, but a focus on monarchy 
and politics). This unit defines the 
Renaissance period as from 1500-1700 in line 
with the exam board at GCSE, although 15th 
century developments are also relevant. 

Year  Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

8 
Topic Area - Content 

o Tudors and Stuarts in England. 
Topic Area - Content 

o The Plains Indians. 
 

Topic Area - Content 
o Britain 1700-1900.  

Assessment Mid-unit: Dissolution – Extended written 
answer with a judgement.  
End of Unit: Gunpowder Plot – Source utility 
question and extended answer.  

Mid-unit: The Great Plains (Significance of the 
horse; narrative account style question on 
why the Indians settled on the Plains.) 
End of Unit: GCSE style question – Choice of 
three bullet points, students answer two on 
the significance of either Custer, the buffalo, 
or Plains Indians’ religious beliefs.  

Mid-unit: Child Labour Source Assessment.  
End of Unit: Victorian Barrow extended 
answer.  

Rationale/links  The period of Tudor England sees great 
change the political, social and religious 
history of Britain. Students will have the 
opportunity to look more closely at well-

This unit gives pupils the opportunity to study 
another culture in-depth, looking closely at a 
period in US history that saw great change 
and tracking the impact of European 

This unit explores a period of great change in 
the history of Britain. Pupils will track 
changing attitudes, new inventions and the 
resulting social and political upheaval. Pupils 



 
known monarchs such as Henry VIII and 
Elizabeth I. The early portraits lesson 
encourages students to fully evaluate 
historical portraits thinking about their 
provenance and what impact this might have 
on the reliability of what each portrait tries to 
show. The ability to look critically at source 
material and identify propaganda is an 
important skill to develop and students will 
use this throughout Key Stage 3 and GCSE 
History and beyond. The written assessments 
are both GCSE style questions.  
 
This unit allows pupils to consider the role of 
women and how this has changed over time. 
They will look closely at Elizabeth I as queen 
and fully compare the opportunities of 
modern women with those of their Tudor 
counterparts and think about the extent of 
change in relation to this. The political 
context is in every lesson of this unit (from 
the royal court to the Henry VIII’s growing 
power over the religious life of people living 
in England to the Gunpowder Plot) and 
students will look at this period as an 
emerging democracy in Britain.  

settlement on the lives of the native 
populations. They will consider concepts such 
as diversity between the lives of native 
people and the ways people adapted to the 
natural environment and the changing 
environment that European settlement 
brought.  
 
Pupils will look closely at different historical 
interpretations of the Plains Indians and be 
aware of the problems associated with using 
evidence to study Indians’ lives. The unit also 
looks in depth at conflict between the Plains 
Indians and European settlers, particularly the 
Battle of the Little Big Horn and the effect this 
had. Pupils will gain an in-depth 
understanding of the lives of one group of 
Native Americans, the Plains Indians, beyond 
the familiar “cowboys and Indians” narrative 
of films and stories.  
 
The lives of the Plains Indians and conflict 
with groups of settlers and the US Army 
forms part of the GCSE unit on the American 
West 1835-95, so this unit gives students an 
introduction to these themes.  

will learn about the birth and development of 
Industrial Britain, looking at changes in 
population, people’s working lives, and 
transport and consider the impact of these 
changes. The main focus will be on social and 
economic history.  
 
The chronological understanding this unit 
supports (breadth over a 200 year period) 
also fits in with the GCSE content for the 
Medicine Through Time unit, where students 
have to make links between the social and 
economic problems of the Industrial 
Revolution and the rising rates of illnesses 
such as cholera or typhoid.  
 
Pupils will also study Barrow’s contribution to 
the Industrial Revolution, looking at local 
history in a series of lessons focussing on 
contemporary maps and census data.   
 

Year  Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

8 
Topic Area - Content 

o English Civil War.   
Topic Area - Content 

o The Plains Indians Continued…  
 

Topic Area - Content 
o Twentieth Century Key Events.  



 
Assessment End of Unit: The execution of Charles I – 

Source Assessment.  
As above.    End of year exam:  Knowledge recall (20 

questions) and three extended answers.  
Rationale/links This unit explores the relationship between 

the crown and parliament in the seventeenth 
century. The unit offers students the chance 
to look at the causes of one of the more 
bloody periods of English history – they will 
look at key battles and assess how successful 
parliament were throughout the war as well 
as considering the impact of the New Model 
Army. They will be able to identify key 
features of the two sides involved and the 
different approach to each.  
 
In looking at how the war ended, students will 
use a range of sources to be able to comment 
on the significance of the death of Charles I. 
This source assessment is scaffolded to allow 
students to show their skills in understanding 
sources, before being required to select 
relevant evidence and then evaluate the 
utility of sources. These are all important 
GCSE skills as well as the wider skill of 
enabling students to look as texts critically. 
The unit follows on chronologically from the 
previous unit on the Tudors and Stuarts, and 
this is to aid students’ chronological 
understanding of British history.  

As above.  This unit offers and introduction to key events 
of the Twentieth Century. During Year 9 
pupils will study this period in depth (looking 
at the First World War, the Inter-War Years 
and the Second World War) so this unit is 
designed to give students an overview.  
 
Students will study discrete events, beginning 
with the sinking of the Titanic and ending with 
the Moon Landing in 1969, and the focus here 
is on the significance of each event. Students 
will consider which criteria they will apply to 
judge significance (e.g. did it have a long term 
impact? Did it change lives for the better? Did 
it affect a large number of people? Did it 
generate interest around the world? Did it 
cause positive change?) and judge each event 
accordingly.   
 

Year  Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 



 

9 
Topic Area - Content 

o The First World War 
Topic Area - Content 

o The Inter War Years 
Topic Area - Content 

o The Second World War 
Assessment Mid-unit: GCSE style questions on Pals 

Battalions (source inference and 
consequences).  
End of Unit: Attitudes of the British people 
after the war (source assessment).  

Mid-unit: Suffragettes – Emily Davison 
newspaper report.  
End of Unit: Development of Penicillin GCSE 
style source assessment.  

Mid-unit: Bombing of Dresden source utility 
and interpretations assessment.  
 

Rationale/links The First World War marked a major turning 
point in military history. Students will look at 
a wide range of aspects of the war: its causes, 
the Pals’ Battalions, the weapons used, the 
impact of technology such as air-power. In 
doing this they will be able to consider how 
far, and why, this was the first “world” war or 
the first “modern” war. Students will also look 
at the controversial issues of the time and 
debates that have continued for over 100 
years – were the “lions” really led by 
“donkeys” for example.   
 
The consequences of the war were 
devastating and far-reaching and this unit 
links clearly with the third (9.3 Inter-War 
Years) and fourth (9.4 Second World War) 
units studied in Year 9. Students will be 
encouraged to make links and refer back to 
prior learning from thus unit throughout Year 
9. The war was being reinterpreted almost as 
soon as it ended and students will use source 
material in their end of unit assessment to 

This unit has a focus on the difference 
between democracy and dictatorship and 
how this had an impact on people’s lives in 
the period 1918-1939. Pupils will begin by 
considering how democratic Britain was in 
the period up to the end of the First World 
War and what impact the war had on 
women’s suffrage. This topic will allow them 
to create their own interpretation of the 
death of Emily Davison (using contemporary 
sources for their investigation) whilst 
considering how the modern-day print media 
create interpretations of events every day. 
They will then look at the Treaty of Versailles 
and decide if it was more a punishment of 
Germany than an attempt to prevent future 
wars. 
 
Pupils will then look at what life was like 
during the Third Reich in Germany as an 
example of life in a dictatorship. The final 
assessment looks at the development of 
penicillin and the controversy over who got 

This lesson focussed on the period of the 
Second World War, with a particular (but not 
exclusive) focus on Britain’s role. Pupils will 
learn about the possible consequences of 
intolerance and prejudice when studying the 
Holocaust, as well as how co-operation 
between countries led to victory for Britain 
and her allies.  
 
The unit looks at key events (such as D-Day or 
the bombing of Dresden) and also looks at the 
effect of war on key groups e.g. children 
(evacuees) Londoners (during the Blitz) and 
how the treatment of Jews changed during 
the war years. This links back to a previous 
lesson on life in Nazi Germany (during the 
Inter-War Years unit).  
 
The students will revisit their understanding 
of historical significance in considering the 
factors that led to victory at various stages of 
the war.  
 



 
identify and account for differing British 
attitudes to the war in 1918.   

the credit for this life-saving development. 
This is a GCSE-style source investigation to 
prepare students for the skills needed for the 
GCSE course.  

Year  Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

9 
Topic Area - Content 

o Crime and Punishment Through Time 
 

Topic Area - Content 
o The Inter War Years Continued…  

 

Topic Area - Content 
o The Second World War Continued…  

Assessment Mid-unit: Tudor Crime and Punishment 
Leaflet.  
End of Unit: Jack the Ripper – Evidence and 
Investigation (Group Task).  

As above. End of year exam:  Knowledge recall (20 
questions) and three extended answers.  

Rationale/links This unit explores crime and punishment, 
issues often in the news. The subject 
provokes daily debates and discussion across 
the media and these lessons allow students to 
consider their own views on contemporary 
crime and punishment and an opportunity to 
view changes in Britain from the Saxon period 
to the Victorians. This helps students to 
understand some of the skills needed in GCSE 
History when completing the Medicine 
through Time depth study: tracking and 
explaining key themes and changes over an 
extended period of time.  
 
Students will be engaged, studying familiar 
subject matter such as the legend of Robin 
Hood and use a range of sources to try to 
establish the truth behind the films and 

As above. As above.  



 
stories they will be familiar with. They will 
consider how the definition of what makes a 
crime changed over time (e.g. witchcraft) and 
how punishments used in the past may be 
viewed as torturous in the present. The unit 
ends with students having the opportunity to 
complete their own investigation of the 
crimes of Jack the Ripper, analysing the police 
methods used and available in Victorian 
Britain and coming to their own conclusions 
about the problems the police faced in their 
investigation, based on contemporary 
evidence.  

Year  Autumn  Spring  Summer  

10 
Topic Area - Content 

o Medicine in Britain c1250-Present 
(Edexcel Option 11) 

o 30% of the course.  

Topic Area - Content 
o Anglo Saxon and Norman England 

c1060-1088 (Edexcel Option B1) 
o 20% of the course.  

Topic Area - Content 
o The American West c1835-95 

(Edexcel Option 24/25) 
o 20% of the course.  

Assessment Mid-unit: Section B – Questions 3, 4 and 5 (36 
marks) 
Mid Unit: Section A – Questions 1, 2a and 2b 
(16 marks) 
End of Unit: In class mock exam (52 marks) 

In class mock exam:  Question 1a, 1b and 1c 
(32 marks)  

In class mock exam:  Question 1, 2 and 3 (32 
marks) 

Rationale/links EDEXCEL SPECIFICATION DOCUMENT: 
In studying the content defined below in 
strands 1 (ideas about the causes of disease 
and illness) and 2 (approaches to prevention 
and treatment), students should understand 
how key features in the development of 

EDEXCEL TOPIC BOOKLET: 
1066 is a landmark event in History. While the 
date is instantly recognisable, few realise the 
trauma and suffering the Norman Conquest 
wrought. This depth study, focused on the 
period 1060–1088, allows students to 
develop a deeper appreciation of this pivotal 

EDEXCEL TOPIC BOOKLET: 
The history of the Native Americans and the 
American West has long fascinated people of 
all ages – from the romantic view of the 
Indian and tribal life to the dusty and 
bandana-wearing image of the cowboy that 
has been portrayed in literature and the 



 
medicine were linked with the key features of 
society in Britain in the periods studied. 
• They should develop an understanding of 

the nature and process of change. This 
will involve understanding patterns of 
change, trends and turning points, and 
the influence of factors inhibiting or 
encouraging change within periods and 
across the theme. The key factors are: 
individuals and institutions (Church and 
government); science and technology; 
and attitudes in society. 

• They should also understand how factors 
worked together to bring about particular 
developments at particular times. 

• The selected case studies in strand 3 of 
each period exemplify, in context, the 
elements defined in strands 1 and 2. They 
provide opportunities to explore the 
operation of the key factors and to make 
detailed comparisons over time.  

time. The content is divided into three key 
topics broadly covering Anglo-Saxon England, 
the Norman Conquest and subsequent 
rebellions and finally, the nature of the Anglo-
Norman state. This GCSE option allows the 
reality of the Shires to be discovered and 
students will learn how to analyse Anglo-
Saxon England through its political, economic 
and social structures. Already many of the 
features of today’s Britain were apparent in 
this kingdom. 
 
Post-conquest England acts as a fascinating 
case study into how a country responds to 
foreign occupation. As well as the many 
countless acts of defiance against the 
Normans, England was shaken by major 
rebellions and it took almost a decade to 
subdue a hostile population. Shock and awe 
tactics went only so far and had to be 
supplemented with conciliation and reform. 
This depth study therefore provides a 
fascinating glimpse into statecraft. Change 
and continuity is a key focus of history and 
the study of the period 1060-1088 highlights 
perfectly how, despite something as brutal as 
a military occupation, the underlying 
direction of a country is far harder to change. 

media. In this option, students will have the 
opportunity to explore what the ‘real’ 
America West was like and examine the 
impact of government-sponsored expansion 
in the American outback, which had far-
reaching consequences for both the Indians 
and the many settlers of the time. 
 
This was a defining period in the history of the 
USA, as a huge number of people moved west 
to settle on the Plains and the frontier of 
settlement was pushed westwards – driven 
by the belief in Manifest Destiny to expand 
the United States from coast to coast. The 
lives of the Plains Indians changed 
dramatically over these 60 years, as railroads, 
the cattle industry and gold prospecting 
impacted on their previous ways of life and 
means of survival, and they were moved into 
reservations. 
 

Year  Autumn  Spring  Summer  



 

11 
Topic Area - Content 

o Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39 
(Edexcel Option 31) 

o 30% of the course.  

Topic Area - Content 
o Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39 

Continued…  
o Revision 

Topic Area - Content 
o Revision.  

Assessment Mid-unit: Two inference questions and a 12-
mark “Explain why…” question (20 marks) 
End of Unit: In-class full mock exam (52 
marks) 
Mock Exam: November Mock Exam: Medicine 
Paper (Paper 1) OR Paper 2 American West 
and Saxons & Normans.  

As stated (Autumn Y11) to complete the 
Germany unit.  
 
Exam practice throughout revision.  

• Exam Skills 
• Content Revision 

Exam practice throughout revision.  
• Exam Skills 
• Content Revision  

Rationale/links EDEXCEL TOPIC BOOKLET: 
This modern depth study offers students a 
fascinating analysis of how, between the First 
and Second World Wars, a democratic 
Germany became a one-party dictatorship. 
During this short time-span students will 
examine various political, economic, social 
and cultural aspects of this change from a 
democratic to a one party state.  
 
The specification content is divided into four 
Key topics which provide a framework for 
teaching and understanding this option. 
However, these are not in isolation from one 
another and there is some chronological 
overlap between the four Key topics, which 
highlights the complexity and interplay of 
different aspects within Germany during the 
years 1918–39. 

  



 
 


