
Year 11 Parent/Carer Seminar – Supporting your 

child in their final year

Mr Moody – Assistant Headteacher





Well Done – A very Promising Start 

• Superb start to the term – mature attitudes & positive work ethic.

• Positive feedback from teachers.

• The importance of attendance is increasingly understood.

• Targeted period 7 lessons are underway along with personalised support 

(ongoing). 

• Saturday clinics to be opened from 26th September which include access to IT 

suites, Library, Art room, room 123).

• Learning spaces available during lunch time (library) and after school (Period 7s).



Year 11: Making the Final Year Count

RESPECT     •     RESPONSIBILITY     •     RELATIONSHIPS

A guide for parents and carers

What works for our students at Furness Academy?



Year 11: Making the Final Year Count

1. Attendance 

RESPECT     •     RESPONSIBILITY     •     RELATIONSHIPS
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Above Min 5% 4% 4% 5% 1% 2% 6% 0% 3% 0%

Below Min 5% 4% 4% 4% 4% 3% 4% 8% 4% 8% 6%

Above Min 4% 3% 0% 4% 4% 3% 6% 3% 3% 3% 3%

Above Min 3% 4% 4% 1% 3% 4% 6% 3% 3% 0% 1%

Below Min 7% 8% 26% 6% 7% 8% 4% 7% 6% 6% 11%

Above Min 2% 3% 0% 1% 6% 1% 0% 0% 1%

Above Min 1% 1% 2% 0% 1% 0% 0% 2% 0% 0% 0%

Above Min 5% 5% 11% 5% 3% 7% 6% 4% 3% 9% 3%

Above Min 4% 2% 6% 4% 0% 1% 2% 0% 4% 3% 0%

Below Min 5% 4% 7% 3% 3% 7% 4% 4% 6% 3% 9%

Below Min 7% 5% 1% 3% 10% 4% 4% 6% 9% 6% 4%

Below Min 11% 10% 10% 15% 14% 8% 7% 11% 11% 11% 11%

Above Min 2% 3% 0% 4% 4% 4% 4% 3% 0% 0% 1%

Below Min 7% 7% 4% 8% 12% 4% 10% 4% 8% 6% 11%

Below Min 7% 7% 7% 8% 4% 6% 5% 6% 6% 8% 6%

Above Min 4% 4% 4% 5% 3% 3% 0% 6% 11% 3% 5%

Below Min 8% 8% 8% 8% 10% 6% 8% 7% 11% 9% 10%



Attendance impact – Internal data.
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RESPECT     •     RESPONSIBILITY     •     RELATIONSHIPS

What works for our students at Furness Academy?

2. Engagement in lessons – Strongly linked to good attendance. 

• Ask questions, lots and lots of questions.

• Get things wrong, embrace failure as part of your journey.

• Be curious.

• Be organised – work on exam techniques – Eat the Frog. 

• Be committed.

• Be the best version of you!



Year 11: Making the Final Year Count

RESPECT     •     RESPONSIBILITY     •     RELATIONSHIPS

Learner type
Can they 

learn?

Will they 

learn?
Typical characteristics School & home response

 1. Can & Will Independent, motivated, resilient and engaged Stretch & challenge – push them further

 2. Can but Won't
Has the ability to work but lacks motivation, 

effort or consistency

Motivate & engage – clear expectations, routines and 

accountability

 3. Can't but Will
Generally tries hard but gaps in knowledge, skills 

or confidence (often linked to low attendance)

Support & develop – targeted intervention, modelling 

and scaffolding. Consolidating at home

 4. Can't & Won't
Disengaged or reluctant to participate / receive 

support (often linked to low attendance)

Re-engage & support – identify barriers, build 

relationships and provide structured support

The 4 Types of Learner

2. Engagement in lessons



Year 11: Making the Final Year Count

RESPECT     •     RESPONSIBILITY     •     RELATIONSHIPS

What works for our students at Furness Academy?

3. Consolidate learning 

•  Period 7s, Saturday clinics, home routines including proactive use 

of a revision planner

•  BE CONSISTENT / DO MORE

•  Hermann Ebbinghaus



RESPECT     •     RESPONSIBILITY     •     RELATIONSHIPS
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RESPECT     •     RESPONSIBILITY     •     RELATIONSHIPS

What works for our students at Furness Academy?

4. Small habits. Strong routines. Consistent effort.



Year 11: Making the Final Year Count

• The final year is about consistency, not last-minute revision.

• High attendance and strong engagement in lessons are essential.

• Engage in Period 7 sessions and Saturday clinics.

• Small improvements, repeated every day, can make a significant difference 

(Team sky & Marginal Gains, Atomic Habits, Eat the Frog, Culture).

RESPECT     •     RESPONSIBILITY     •     RELATIONSHIPS

4. Small habits. Strong routines. Consistent effort.



Period 7s



Saturday Clinics 9am – 12pm 

From September 26th

• Technical qualifications initially (December deadlines).

• Specialist staff to assist coursework sessions. 

• Quiet workspaces for personal study.

• Clinics will be adapted to subject specific revision sessions 

once technical qualifications are complete.



Focus….

• 1. Attendance

• 2. Engagement

• 3. Consolidate learning

• 4. Be consistent (now)! 



Year 11 Parent/Carer Seminar

Mr Mooney – Assistant Headteacher

Assessment Curriculum



Key assessment dates…



3



The importance of mock exams

• Take them seriously- Give every mock exam your maximum effort.

• Know where you are- Mocks give us an accurate picture of current strengths and 

areas for development.

• Use the feedback- Results help students, teachers and parents identify what 

needs to improve before the final GCSEs.

• Practise for the real thing- Mocks develop exam technique, confidence and the 

ability to perform under exam conditions.

A mock exam is not a prediction of what your child will achieve. It is a 

snapshot of where they are now and, more importantly, tells us what 

we need to do next.





So what does this mean?



What does good revision

look like?
1. Be organised- Know where your resources are and what you need to 

revise.

2. Plan your time- Create a realistic revision timetable that balances all 

subjects.

3. Build good routines- Little and often. Aim for short, focused revision 

sessions with regular breaks. 20-30 minutes.

4. Start now! Do not wait until the exams are close. Small amounts of revision 

now will reduce pressure later.

5. Developing independence- Students taking ownership

6. Create the right environment- Phones, music and distractions away. 

Having a good space to revise where possible. School can support.



Revise with a pen in your hand

• Revision needs to be effective, not just 

completed.



















How do we help student to prepare for life after 

Furness academy and after exams?



How do we help student to prepare for life 

after Furness academy and after exams?

• Our Year 11 Careers Fair will take place on 12 November.
• We strongly encourage all parents/carers and students to attend.

• We will fully support you with your next steps. Our Personal Development team 

will guide every student through a structured process, including:
 1. Explore

Explore the different post-16 pathways and opportunities available.

 2. Discuss

Consider suitable options, interests, strengths and career aspirations.

 3. Receive guidance

Have a one-to-one careers interview with Inspira to discuss individual options and future plans.

 4. Apply

Complete applications with support from their Personal Development teacher.

• Our aim is that every student should leave Year 11 with a clear next step and 

the support they need to achieve it.



Year 11 Parent/Carer Seminar

Miss Cairns Director of Learning and Standards - Year 11



What a 4 years we’ve had so far













Our team supporting you



Key Dates for Year 11 – term 1

15.9.26 – School photos for Year 11

16.9.26 – Year 11 parent forum

14.10.26 – Year 11 Skills and Job Fair tbc

12.11.26 – Year 11 Career Fair 

WB16.11.26 – Mock Week

1.12.26 – Prefects Dinner

10.12.26 – Year 11 Parents Evening

16.12.26 – Year 11 reports published



Key Dates for Year 11 – term 2 and 3

WB 11.1.27 – Year 11 Grip Week and external exams

4.2.27 – Year 11 Mocks start

16.3.27 – Made Training

24.3.27 – Reports published

19.4.27 – start of GCSEs

18.6.27 – final GCSE exam

21.6.27 – Leavers’ Assembly tbc 

24.6.27 – PROM!



What we have learnt and got right so far;

Brilliant Basics

• Uniform

• Attendance 

• Manners

• Equipment

• Effort

• Punctuality

• Role models

• Core values: Respect, Responsibility, 

Relationships



What we have learnt and are still 

practising:



What we expect this year:

• Excellent attendance

• Your best effort in lessons 

• Making the most of all opportunities

• The 3:15pm bell is the signal to go to P7

• Enjoy your last year at Furness Academy



What you can expect from us

• Continued daily support for students

• Always at the end of the phone or an email

• Support to maintain good attendance

• Encouragement to attend period 7s 



Parents we would like your continued 

support with 

• Maintaining attendance

• Encouraging attendance at period 7s and holiday clinics

• Contact us with any concerns or questions – keep in 

touch

• Email class teachers

• Supporting a positive home learning environment  



Year 11 - make the most of it! 

160 more days 



Year 11 Parent/Carer Seminar

Ms Coulter

Subject Leader



Physics equations are now given to students.  

They don’t need to be memorised

DO need to be able to select the correct equation 

and use it (including re-arranging).







• Write the method

- know more than one way to approach the 

method

- Know mistakes that can be made and 

how they will affect the results

• Know the results you would expect

• Be prepared to explain the results

• Interpret data from experiments

• Consider different contexts



Trilogy (combined) science

£7.50 revision guide

£7.50 workbook

Triple science

Revision guide 

£3.25 each

Revision guide and workbook £6





Mathematics

Mr Smith

Subject Leader



What you are preparing for:

• 3 separate exam papers

• Each paper is worth 80 marks, 240 in total

• Each paper is 90 minutes long

• 1 non-calculator paper, 2 calculator papers

• Almost any topic can appear on any paper, and some will appear 

more than once



Know what you need to work on

• You should have a QLA from your year 10 mock – this is the 

breakdown that tells you what you did well on, and not so 

well on. If you don’t, see your Maths teacher or myself

• Use it! Don’t avoid the topics you find hard; these are the 

things you need to work on

• Make a list of the topics you are going to work on

• Don’t just revise them once, keep returning to them to ensure 

you can remember everything



Focus Friday

Your opportunity to practise exam questions in a non-threatening 

environment.

• Structured revision

• Retrieval of knowledge

• Focused on key topic areas

• Increased exposure to exam questions

• Increase in time spent working in exam conditions



Skye / ThirdSpace Learning

Your opportunity to have your own private tutor, with proven results

• ‘Self-launch’ sessions whenever you want to revise

• As many ‘timetabled’ tutoring sessions as you want between 8am 

and 8pm

• Tailored to your target grade, move to the next level if you 

complete a programme

• Intelligent tutoring, gets to know you as a learner

• Completely free of charge



Sparx

Your opportunity to practise key skills and apply them to increasingly 

difficult problems:

• Retrieval of knowledge

• Application

• Targeted practice

• Revision



Complete past papers…

but not yet!

• Your mocks are extremely important, as they help us, and you, 

to continue to identify what you need to work on – these are 

your priority

• We will provide a revision list – use it!

• Keep working on your weaker topics

• Focus on complete papers after Christmas, when most content 

has been taught



Your opportunities to become a 

confident mathematician.



English Language and English Literature

Dr Rogan

Subject Leader



Student A went nearly 4 grades above target.

This student had 100% attendance throughout Years 10 
and 11. He completed all revision homework plus a large 
amount of additional self-directed revision. In Year 11, 
he attended all period 7s and revision clinics.  

Student B went a grade below.

He had good attendance over the two years, but he did 
not revise, did not attend period 7s or any other revision 
clinics, even though he was targeted, in Year 11. 

Both of these students were taught by 
me. 

The only factor that was different was 
themselves.



Top Tip 1

• Complete the weekly Revision Menu 

homework that your teacher will set 

you on Teams for English Language 

and English Literature.

• This revision is designed to ensure 

you are revisiting content that is not 

being studied in lessons.



Top Tip 2

• Use the resources on 

the Year 11 Revision 

Padlets for Literature 

and Language.



Top Tip 3

• Attend English Period 7s on Mondays, 3:15pm-4:15pm.

Two sessions from which to choose:

• Grade 6+ - stretch and challenge session in the Main Hall 

• ‘How to Revise for English’ – sessions in room 102/101

• All students follow the same programme of revision, revisiting 

content already studied but not currently being taught in 

lessons.



Top Tip 4

• Make use of online learning 

platforms to fill gaps in your 

learning.



Tip 5

• Consider investing in commercial 

revision guides or workbooks such as 

CGP, York Notes (available with online 

content) and Oxford Literature 

Companions.

• All students study English Language 

Papers 1 and 2.

• All students study Romeo and Juliet, 

An Inspector Calls, the ‘Power and 

Conflict’ poetry anthology and Unseen 

Poetry.

• Students will either have studied A 

Christmas Carol or The Strange Case 

of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.



What else…?

Every Friday until Easter from 

October 16th.

Available after Spring half-term.



Thank you as always for your time.

We would now like to invite you next door to the 

restaurant for tea/coffee, cakes and a general 

chat with the team if required.
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